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Welcome to October's issue 
of Wymondham Magazine. 
Coronavirus guidelines are 
changing all the time and that 
means unfortunately some events 
planned for this autumn have 
had to be cancelled. We're also 
sadly losing some businesses 
from the town as owners decide 
to move on to pastures new. 
However, there is good news 
too - for example the new pop-
up Post Office that has been 
set up in The White Hart. And 
this October, Totally Locally's 
FiverFest initiative is back, 
encouraging us all to spend fivers 
to help our local independents in 
these difficult times. We can get 
through this together!  

Kate, Editor

Thanks to J Foulds Photography and 
stART Studio for this month's cover 
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COVID CANCELLATIONS 
FOR THE MID-
NORFOLK RAILWAY
The Mid-Norfolk Railway was forced to cancel the summer 2020 
operating season due to the ongoing pandemic, and has recently 
also announced the cancellation of their Polar Express Train Ride 
scheduled for this winter. 

Charlie Robinson, the Chairman of the MNRPT, said: “We have 
come to this difficult decision because we have to take a long-
term view that safeguards both the railway’s reputation and that 
of the Polar Express Train Ride. We appreciate that this will be a 
major disappointment to our passengers, but we hope that there is 
understanding as to why this decision has been made.”

The MNR does, however, have some good news to announce as the 
railway has signed a contract with Rail Events, the Rights Holder on 
behalf of Warner Brothers, which will see The Polar Express Train 
Ride return to the Mid Norfolk Railway each year to 2024. 

George Saville, the Railway’s General Manager, said: “All of our Polar 
Express ticket holders have received an email from the railway 
setting out their options. These are a refund of the ticket price, as 
previously promised when they booked, or to transfer their ticket to 
the 2021 Polar Express.”

The Railway is currently investigating an alternative steam-hauled 
Christmas train service which will comply fully with all social 
distancing regulations but allow families to enjoy a festive train ride 
this Christmas. 

Meanwhile, the world-famous steam engine Flying Scotsman, which 
was due to visit the railway for the first time this year, has been re-
scheduled for October 2021. The National Railway Museum-owned 
locomotive, No.60103, will appear for 10 days from Friday 2nd 
October to Sunday 18th October 2021, with a mix of static display 
and Flying Scotsman-hauled trips, along the railway’s 11-mile line. 
Tickets will go on sale in the new year. 

Something else to look out for next year are the pair of Pacer 
diesel units, the second of which recently arrived at Dereham 
station. Both will be refurbished, with one returned to its original 
Regional Railways livery, as used by British Rail when they were first 
introduced onto the network during the 1980s.
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https://www.facebook.com/Loyaltaxisnorwich/


Fireworks 
display 
forced to 
cancel
Wymondham Rugby Club has 
announced that it has had to 
cancel plans for its hugely 
popular fireworks display in 
November.

Covid restrictions mean that 
the club can’t currently host 
large crowds, leaving it with no 
alternative to cancelling this 
year’s public display.

“The fireworks are our biggest 
event of the year so this is a huge 
disappointment but we have to 
put people’s safety first,” said 
club secretary Anita Coleman. 
“We looked at trying to run a 
display with social distancing but 
thousands of people and children 
come along each year and the 
crowds would just be too big.”

The club successfully ran a 
scaled-down beer festival 
weekend at the start of the 
traditional rugby season in 
September and is planning other 
events over the autumn, including 
a small Fireworks Night party for 
members only.

But the big public display will 
be back next year. Anita said: 
“November 5th is a Friday in 2021 
so we have the date set and the 
fireworks booked!”

The closure of three popular 
Wymondham businesses have 
been recently announced.

Poppa John's will cease trading 
from Monday 5th October. It is 
almost one year since the sudden 
and sad loss of Poppa John Rix 
himself, one month short of his 
78th birthday. At his death, he had 
worked in Wymondham for 59 
years and was a keen supporter of 
the town. 

The business had been a mainstay 
of Whartons Court for over 25 
years, with Adam continuing to 
keep it running over the past year 
with the help of Ben and Jack. All 
three are going on to exciting new 
opportunities, Adam is opening a 
new shop around the corner called 
The Barber's Lounge, keeping the 
same telephone number as Poppa 
John's and the same appointment 
system. Ben has opened a mobile 
business and Jack is looking at 
setting up something similar. Both 
are also planning to be working 
various days in The Barber's 
Lounge. 

Meanwhile, Puff's Toyshop will close 
its doors for the final time later this 
year after eight years at the heart of 
Wymondham opposite the Market 
Cross.

The end of the lease and changes 
in personal circumstances have 
meant owners Richard and Jules 
have decided it’s the right time to 
move on. They told Wymondham 
Magazine: "We would like to thank 

all our lovely customers and 
supporters. We hope to see as 
many of you as we can before we 
go. The closing date is set for the 
beginning of December but may be 
earlier if we run too low on stock 
- which is going fast thanks to our 
20% off everything sale. It has been 
wonderful being here and hope that 
Puff’s will be remembered fondly by 
young and old."

Peter Parkes Butchers on Market 
Street will be shutting up shop on 
Saturday 31st October. At the age 
of 85, Peter has taken the decision 
to retire, after an incredible 72 
years serving the customers of 
Wymondham. 

In a notice posted in the window, 
Peter thanked his customers for 
their support over the years. 

POPULAR BUSINESSES 
BID FAREWELL
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NEWS FROM WYNG
By Ann Roberts 

Like most other groups and clubs across the country, 
Wymondham Nature Group (WyNG) are not holding any 
indoor or outdoor meetings until sometime in 2021. But I 
hope you have all been able to get out into nature over 
the summer - I think our gardens and local hedgerows 
have never been more loved and inspected for wildlife. 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s nature reserves are now open 
and where space for safe passing is available then hides 
are open. Some visitor centres are partially open so 
check online as to what their offer is before you visit - 
www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk. 

Many of the staff were furloughed but are gradually 
coming back, however the conservation staff who 
look after the reserves and grazing animals carried on 
working over the last few months. All volunteers have 
stood down except some who keep an eye on the 
grazing flocks that are widely spread across the county. 
Many reserves rely on an army of volunteers to help the 
staff with the conservation work, like scrub bashing and 
path cutting, so this has led to the sites looking slightly 
overgrown. But let’s hope when the volunteers get back 
next year things will get back to normal.

In the meantime, there are many talks, films, species 
pictures, Blogs, Twitter, and webcams online to watch 
Norfolk’s wildlife - for instance the Cley Calling festival is 
online.

There is also a huge resource at the national Wildlife 
Trust site, www.wildlifetrusts.org. This has news and 
pictures from all around the other 46 wildlife trusts 
across the country.

I trust you will all keep well and we at Wymondham 
Nature Group look forward to seeing you all next year.

http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org
http://www.2bat1.com


Double delight at 
England call-up
Former Wymondham rugby team mates Jake 
Garside and Will Hobson have been selected for 
England’s Under-18 training camp.

Jake and Will were at the heart of the “Spartans” 
side of young players at the club which won a 
series of Minis rugby titles, culminating in a victory 
parade around Twickenham stadium at the 2014 
Premiership final. Both are now academy players 
at professional clubs – Jake is a scrum half with 
Northampton Saints and Will is a loosehead prop at 
Harlequins. And this month they will be off to Bristol 
for the England U18 Development Camp.

Neil Davies, Wymondham Colts coach, described 
both players as exceptional. “Right from the start it 
was obvious they were something special – but in 
completely different ways. Will towered above the 
other lads, while Jake was one of the smallest. 

“Will was 
very big and 
powerful but 
also deceptively 
quick and with 
a good skill set. 
Jake had a great 
skill set and was 
a very quick and 
elusive runner - 
he could side-
step someone 
in a phone box 
(Google it if 
you’re too young 
to know what 
that is!).

“But both have 
also worked 
very hard to get 
to where they 
are now. They’re 
a great example 
to others and 
we’re obviously 
very proud of 
them.”

Both players 
won rugby 
scholarships – 
Jake to Norwich 
School and Will to Wellington College in Berkshire 
– and now they have their sights set on getting 
professional contracts with top clubs.

Jake (pictured bottom left) suffered a back injury 
just before lockdown but is now fit again and will be 
using Wymondham’s Barnard Fields ground to put in 
some practice. He said: “Playing for the Spartans at 
Wymondham was brilliant – we had a great team and 
a lot of fun (apart from having to tackle Will in training).

“It’s been frustrating recently not being able to play 
but Saints have been really supportive. Now I’m 
back in training and just keen to get going – the 
England camp is a great thing to focus on.”

Will (pictured top right) plays in the front row at 
Quins but he was an unstoppable centre in his time 
at Wymondham. He has also represented England 
at shot putt and is the British and Irish Schools U17 
champion.

“I had five fantastic years at Wymondham and have 
a lot of fond memories,’ he said.“We had a great 
team but the whole set up at the club is fantastic for 
young players – I owe a lot to the coaches I worked 
with at Wymondham!”

LOCAL LADY  
CELEBRATES CENTENARY 
This summer Wymondham resident Sybil Camroux celebrated her 
100th birthday. 

She enjoyed a visit from Mayor Kevin Hurn and his wife, who 
presented her with a bouquet of flowers, as well as her daughter 
Alison with husband Trevor (all pictured). 

Sybil also received a congratulatory card from HM The Queen. 
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NEWS, continued...

NEW 100 
CLUB LOTTERY 
LAUNCHED 
The Wymondham Rotary Satellite Group 
is running a 100-Club to raise funds for 
local charities. In the past year alone, 
the group has donated or committed 
to spend over £9,000 for local charities 
including Star Throwers, the Boudicca 
Appeal, Norwich Foodbank, the RCC 
Community Outreach Project, Baby Bank 
Norfolk, Roots Café and others. The 
money raised by the lottery will support 
the most needy in our local community, 
something the Group believe is especially 
important just now. 

The lottery is drawn on the 15th of each 
month and there are prizes of £50 for 
the first number drawn and £12 for the 
second. The lucky winners for September 
have been informed and details can be 
found at www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/
page.php?PgID=813217&ClubID=511&
Mp=502306 

There are a few numbers available 
for future draws. The cost is £22 to 
participate in the next 11 draws. Further 
details can by found on the website 
or by contacting Jon Betts via email at 
wymrsg@gmail.com

EAMA 10K on track 
to raise money for 
charity
South Norfolk Council are once again holding their popular EAMA 
10K race, although this year the race will be held virtually, with 25% 
of the race profits going towards Cancer Research.

Participants will be asked to complete the distance anytime and 
anywhere between Monday 23rd November and Sunday 29th 
November and will be required to record their time via a wearable 
fitness or sports tracker so that it can be uploaded to an online 
leader board.

South Norfolk Cabinet Member, Councillor Yvonne Bendle, said: 
“Keeping fit and healthy is especially important during this time 
as it has been proven it can help protect people from the worst 
effects of COVID-19. We want to encourage as many of our 
residents as possible to keep active and stay safe and well, so we 
will be holding a virtual event so everyone can still take part.

“Whether you’re a seasoned runner keen to beat the competition 
or looking to challenge yourself with a long walk, then the EAMA 
10K is for you.”

Each participant who completes the distance will receive a 
branded course medal. The Council is keen to see pictures of the 
runners in action and is asking participants to upload their photos 
to social media using #eama10k.

Cancer Research was chosen in memory of staff member Paul 
Anderson who sadly passed away on 6th July 2020.

For more information and to book your place visit www.south-
norfolk.gov.uk/eama-10k

Look Out for  
Lemon Day
With so many activities 
cancelled this year, 
it’s good to know 
that something is still 
happening!

Wymondham Lemon Day on Saturday 7th 
November is very much on, although it has 
turned into Lemon Online 2020. Now in its 
10th year and unique to Wymondham, Lemon 
Day is an opportunity to enjoy the uplift of 
spring on a winter’s day.

Look out for more information about the 
plans for Lemon Day in next month’s edition 
of Wymondham Magazine.

Photo courtesy of Tony Sidwell

Post Office pop-up
A new pop=up Post Office counter has been established in 
The White Hart pub. 

The Post Office will open from 10am to 4pm Monday and 
Tuesday, until 5pm on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, until 
2pm on Saturday and is closed on Sundays. 

Interestingly, The White Hart also served as Wymondham's 
Post Office way back in the 1820s. It has since moved 
locations many times, including where The Mad Hatters now 
is, then in a building close to the modern-day Savers and then 
Middleton Street, where the Sorting Office remains today. 
Most recently, it was to be found in the One Stop shop on 
Market Street until it closed last summer.  

See page 25 to read more about The White Hart and current 
operators Kieran and Caitlin. 

http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=813217&ClubID=511&Mp=502306
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=813217&ClubID=511&Mp=502306
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=813217&ClubID=511&Mp=502306
mailto:wymrsg%40gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/eama-10k
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/eama-10k
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WYMONDHAM LADIES 
ON WINNING STREAK
Just before the start of the season, Alex Guy added to 
his squad by announcing the signing of experienced 
defender, Aimee Stretch. Aimee has moved from 
National League team, Ipswich Town, having previously 
captained the Suffolk County Cup champions. Speaking 
on the signing, Alex said: “Aimee is a really good addition 
to the club. She has experience at a higher level and I am 
pleased to get this over the line as there were a number 
of clubs that were interested.”

Wymondham started the new season with an away tie to 
Newmarket Town in the Women’s FA Cup, a team they have 
faced in this competition before. Despite Wymondham 
having the better of the possession, Newmarket took a 
2-0 lead in the first 20 minutes with two clinical finishes. 
Wymondham re-grouped and were able to bring the scores 
back to 2-2 prior to half-time with goals from Becca Russell 
and Fancesca Catchpole, who was making her debut 
after signing from Beccles in the summer. 

Wymondham started the second half strong and took 
the lead from a powerful strike from Mollie O’Callaghan. 
15 minutes later, Wymondham were pegged back after 
Newmarket scored from a free-kick. Both teams had 

chances to win the 
game in normal 
time, but with the 
scores 3-3 at full 
time, the game 
went straight to 
penalties which 
Newmarket won 
4-2.  

The following 
two weeks have 
seen more quality 
from Wymondham, starting with an away league game 
vs Bedford. Wymondham took a two goal lead through 
Laura Nicholls and a free-kick from Chelsea Clarke before 
Bedford pulled a goal back to make it 2-1. Wymondham 
controlled the game and added a third goal, courtesy 
of Katie Knights to take all three points on the opening 
day of the league season. Wymondham continued the 
winning streak last weekend as they hosted Dunstable 
in the league and ran out 7-0 winners with goals from 
six different scorers. The early signs for this season are 
positive, with two wins from two league games.  

Wymondham are due to host Colney Heath this 
weekend (27th September) at Kett's Park. 

Photo by SG Photography

http://www.cecilamey.co.uk
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Sarah Ashcroft, owner of stART Studio in Wymondham, 
had to get creative to keep her dream of a community 
art space alive during lockdown....

Teaching art classes over Zoom wasn't exactly what I 
had in mind when I opened the studio in September 
last year; the realisation of a long-held dream and a 
new direction after years as a primary school teacher. 
However, judging by the uptake of my online classes 
and take-home art kits during lockdown, people still 
wanted to connect and create even if it was via a screen. 

It is well documented that engaging in the arts improves 
mental well-being by alleviating stress, anxiety, 
depression and loneliness. The studio was designed with 
this in mind - a place for the whole community to switch 
off and get lost in something creative, maybe have a chat 
over a cuppa or try something new. The studio is also on 
the referral list for the Norfolk Mental Health Trust and I 
hope that I've created a space where people feel safe, 
especially after such a long period of uncertainty.

Since 
reopening in 
July, we have 
made lots of 
changes to how 
things work 
while trying 
to maintain 
the relaxed, 
creative 
atmosphere of 
the studio and 
continuing our 
philosophy of 
affordable and 
flexible classes 
for all. Reduced 
class sizes, 
an outdoor 
courtyard, 
screens for 

individuals and dedicated tables for family or friend 
groups are just some of the measures in place to make 
everyone feel comfortable in the studio. Afternoon teas 
from the Mad Hatters Tea Shop can be pre-booked on 
Saturdays and at special events, such as the first Friday 
night of the month where you can relax after work and 
enjoy some painting or sculpting - perfect for those that 
want to indulge body and mind!

If you haven't picked up a paintbrush since school, 
want to develop your existing skills or learn a new one, 
we have a friendly class to suit you. We run classes 
for all ages, during the day and in the evenings, from 
watercolour and acrylics to life drawing and mixed 

media to 
special one-
off workshops 
including 
our botanical 
dyeing and 
weaving class 
with Caroline 
Hyde-Brown. 
Our timetable 
and classes 
have been 
carefully 
planned so that 
you can join 
at any time; 
you can come 
along to just 
one class or book a block. 

We also run an art café each Saturday where you 
can get creative or book a party table in a relaxed 
space, choosing from a range of art activities including 
découpage, pottery painting and sculpting. All the 
resources we use in the studio can be purchased at our 
studio gift shop and we have a beautiful selection of 
cards, prints and original pieces of art to buy from local 
artists Caroline Hyde-Brown, Bert Douglas, Bella Bigsby 
and Astra Taylor-Todd.

Visit www.start-studio.co.uk for more information and to 
book.

It's never too late to stART!

Photos by J Foulds Photography.

ART FOR EVERYONE

http://www.start-studio.co.uk
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WILD WYMONDHAM
By Nicola Maunders, Greening Wymondham 

Have you noticed how more and more people are 
growing wildflowers in their gardens? Do you wonder 
why this is happening? Read on to find out more.

Wildflowers help 
to encourage 
bees and other 
pollinators to 
your garden by 
providing them 
with food and 
a habitat. They 
are attractive to 
beneficial insects 
which helps to 

keep harmful bugs off your crops. They are not just great 
for wildlife; they are great for humans too. They take in 
carbon dioxide and give out oxygen creating cleaner air 
for us to breathe and they provide us with a beautiful, 
colourful space which improves our health and well-
being.

Native wildflowers are best as they attract UK pollinators.  
Some insects need certain native flowers to survive. 
Natives are also better adapted to environmental 
conditions in the UK so are easier to care for.

Greening Wymondham would like to make see more 
wildflowers in the town. Perhaps you have an area in 
your garden where you could grow wildflowers? Maybe 
you could adopt the verge outside your house? Instead 
of mowing, leave it to see what grows. This type of 
wild area would need to be cut in the autumn. After 
cutting, remove the grass as wildflowers grow best in a 
soil with low fertility. Wait until the following year for a 
beautiful display. For further care and advice see www.
growwilduk.com/wildflowers/how-grow-wildflowers/
planning/how-plan-your-space.

We encourage you to take part in ‘WildEast’, see www.
wildeast.co.uk. This is a movement encouraging people 
in our region to pledge 20% of their outdoor space to 
nature. The aim is to make East Anglia one of the best 
nature reserves in the world. This could include your 
garden, your housing estate, roadside verges, your 
school, your allotment, your church, an industrial estate 
or a farming estate. 

Greening Wymondham is a volunteer environmental 
group. We would like to see a sustainable Wymondham 
which thrives socially, economically and environmentally 
taking care of the natural environment and looking 
after the wellbeing of the local community.  If you are 
interested in our aims, please see our website www.
greeningwymondham.org, check out our facebook 
group or email us at greeningwymondham@gmail.com. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

Four by Four is 
still on Tour
The touring 
programme of 
Wymondham-
based play 
writing group, 
Four by Four, has 
been severely 
affected by the 
coronavirus 
but one of the 
performances 
will take place.

A selection of six radio plays will be presented 
in a Covid-19 secure Beccles Public Hall on 
Saturday 3rd October at 7.30pm.

Tickets are £7 and can be booked online 
via: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
becclespublichall/four-by-four-presents-a-
selection-of-radio-plays/e-jyxjrv

http://www.growwilduk.com/wildflowers/how-grow-wildflowers/planning/how-plan-your-space
http://www.growwilduk.com/wildflowers/how-grow-wildflowers/planning/how-plan-your-space
http://www.growwilduk.com/wildflowers/how-grow-wildflowers/planning/how-plan-your-space
http://www.wildeast.co.uk
http://www.wildeast.co.uk
http://www.greeningwymondham.org
http://www.greeningwymondham.org
mailto:greeningwymondham%40gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/becclespublichall/four-by-four-presents-a-selection-of-radio-plays/e-jyxjrv 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/becclespublichall/four-by-four-presents-a-selection-of-radio-plays/e-jyxjrv 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/becclespublichall/four-by-four-presents-a-selection-of-radio-plays/e-jyxjrv 


Play the 

Big C lottery for 

a chance to win...

Every time you play, you are helping to raise vital funds to improve 
the lives of those affected by cancer in Norfolk & Waveney.

Play for as little as £1 per week!
Sign up now and for more details visit: www.big-c.co.uk/lottery

Please play responsibly, age 16+. Open to residents of Great Britain only. Terms and conditions 
apply see: www.big-c.co.uk. Big C is a registered charity (no.281730).

Unity is operated by Sterling Management Centre Ltd, registered as an 
External Lottery Manager by the Gambling Commission under the Gambling 
Act 2005: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk
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NEWS, continued...

NEW PRESENTERS FOR 
RADIO WYMONDHAM
“We’ve had an extremely busy few weeks on Radio 
Wymondham” says Anthony Woods, Station Manager 
for Wymondham’s own local community radio station. 
“The end of the first round of Lockdown restrictions 
meant that we were able to get back into our studio 
above the Blackberry Café at Centre Paws and to 
welcome some of our new volunteers to the airwaves 
for the first time. 

"We’d been waiting to get the opportunity to run 
some socially-distanced training sessions for the 
new recruits to familiarise them with the equipment 
in the studio and now we’ve done that we’ve been 
able to launch our new season of programmes for 
the autumn as well, bringing an even wider range of 
music to Radio Wymondham,” continues Anthony, who 
is also Chair of the not-for-profit Community Interest 
Company. 

But what is it like to get behind a microphone for the 
first time to broadcast to the world? Some of Radio 
Wymondham’s new presenters tell us how they were 
feeling when the ‘On Air’ light came on!

Matt Mann 

“On 3rd September I got to live out a teenage fantasy by 
hosting my own Radio show! Britpop Anthems went out 
live for the first time at 8pm and was arguably the result 
of a lifetime’s obsession with music. Despite some initial 
nerves I soon settled in to the show (I think!) and had an 
amazing time, playing two hours of mid-nineties Britpop 
classics. The chance to indulge in one of my passions 
and play these songs for people is an amazing feeling 
and it has quickly become a highlight of my week. I’m 
hugely grateful to the team at Radio Wymondham for 
all their help and support so far and hope to have a 
few readers here along for my next show - 8pm every 
Thursday on Radio Wymondham!”

Grace Harding

“I was very nervous prior to my first show but at the same 
time excited and keen to get started and introduce myself 
to the listeners. I was just minutes into my show before I 
realised just how much I love radio presenting though and 
I felt exhilarated afterwards! I now can’t wait until my next 
Saturday Lunch show at midday on Saturday!”

David Bligh

“For my first show it was all a bit of an adrenaline rush. I 
love 70's music, not the cheesy commercial stuff but >

http://www.big-c.co.uk/lottery
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NEWS, continued...

> most of what was underlying - rock, reggae, soul, punk, 
funk etc. It’s the best decade for music! 

"But with so many good tracks to play, my biggest worry 
was ‘where do I start’? I didn't want to sound corny by 
playing the usual stuff that often gets airtime but then 
again, I didn't want to sound too radical! It was nervous 
stuff until the messages started to come in via social 
media. I never worry about what I sound like - I'm just 
the guy who plays the music. It’s the music will make the 
show listenable, not me! Yes, I was a little concerned that 
I'd say the wrong thing or press the wrong button but 
that’s more to do with my ego than anything else!” David 
presents his 70s Show on Friday’s from 8pm until 10pm.

Peter Ireland (pictured)

“Leading up to my first show I was a little nervous as I 
had never done a live broadcast before and like most 
people I don't really like the sound of my own voice but 
I’d decided to ‘go in at the deep end’ and do my show 
live! It is amazing the feeling you get from doing a show 
and I have had a lot of positive feedback about the show 
since it aired which has helped with the nerves!” Peter 
presents On a Wym on Sundays from 4pm until 6pm.

And, returning to Radio Wymondham after an absence 
forced by the first Lockdown, Johnny Dalton commented 
“It’s great to be back in the chair presenting my show 

Music Forever, 
Forever Music 
on Thursday 
mornings from 
11am. I always get 
a real buzz from 
doing the show. 
I just hope all 
who listen enjoy 
it as much as I 
do presenting it 
and putting it all 
together.”  

“If you fancy 
joining our 
happy band 
of volunteers, 
we’re still keen to recruit more new members,” adds 
Chair Anthony Woods. “And there’s plenty to do in the 
background as well, such as helping with social media 
and the website plus the technical and admin sides too 
– so there’s something for you even if you’re not feeling 
brave enough to join the presenting roster. Just drop us 
an email at info@radiowymondham.com."

You can find more details of Radio Wymondham’s shows 
and presenters, and a full programme schedule on the 
radio station’s own website at www.radiowymondham.

http://www.bunningsfish.co.uk
mailto:info%40radiowymondham.com?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
http://www.radiowymondham.com


MYSTERY FIND 
COUNTY SCHOOL 
STATION
A mystery find has been made at the Mid Norfolk 
Railway’s County School station. The find was made 
during maintenance work on the railway’s permissive 
footpath that runs alongside the track bed at the station.

Richard 
Cullen, 
the MNR’s 
volunteer 
Stationmaster, 
who is 
overseeing 
the 
restoration 
of this part of 
the railway 

said: “As some of our volunteers were carrying out 
routine maintenance of the railways Permissive footpath, 
they found a piece of metal buried. After digging it out, it 
appeared to us, that we had found the firehole deflector 
plate from a steam locomotive.”

This plate is part of the arrangement on steam engines 
where the fireman shovels coal into the firebox that in 
turn provides the heat to the boiler.

The mystery is however, how did this come to be buried 
by the side of the line near the station?  

County School station was originally built by the Great 
Eastern Railway in 1886. It served as a junction station 
between the railway’s Dereham to Fakenham line 
and the East Norfolk Railway’s branch line to Aylsham 
and Wroxham. The station however never had an 
engine shed, or any facilities to service or repair steam 
locomotives. 

During January 1915, there was however a collision of 
two Great Eastern Railway steam trains close to the 
station site, with both locomotives being damaged.  
Richard and the volunteer team wonder, could this plate 

be a reminder of that accident?

This accident happened when a freight train travelling 
from Wroxham collided with a passenger train from 
Fakenham. As the collision fortunately only happened at 
slow speed it resulted in both engines and some of the 
wagons and coaches being damaged but there were no 
injuries. 

Already a damaged buffer, believed to be from the 
tender of one of the locomotives, is on display at the 
station museum. This buffer was previously discovered 
at the site and the deflector plate, once conservation 
work is completed, will be added to this growing 
museum. 

County School station presently serves as a visitor centre 
and small museum including a display about the Norfolk 
County School / Watt's Naval School that gave the 
station its unusual name. At this time, due to COVID-19, 
the museum remains closed to the public, but it is 
planned to reopen in spring 2021.

Richard Cullen said: “We at the railway would be 
delighted to hear from anybody who might have some 
knowledge on this unusual find and of course we are 
always on the lookout for volunteers to join us, to help 
with the restoration of the railway at this wonderful 
station.”
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NEWS, continued...
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SPORTS HALL 
REOPENS
Community venue Morley Village & 
Sports Hall has reopened following 
a prolonged COVID closure. 
Following much behind the scenes 
work by the dedicated team with 
help from the South Norfolk Council 
Environmental Team, the venue is 
now accredited by Visit England as 
a COVID Secure Venue and is able 
to welcome back its regular sports 
and fitness groups and new hirers/
activities for the local community to 
enjoy.

The varied menu includes courts/
tables available to hire for 
badminton, short tennis or table 
tennis, climbing,Tiny Tiny Talk Baby 
Signing, Wham Theatre School, 
Rugbytots, Fitsteps, FitKat, Zumba, 
Family Karate to name a few, with 
something for everyone including 
activities new to Norfolk such as the 
award-winning Little City toddler 
role play.

The venue also hosts Friday Street 
Food Nights from 5pm to 8pm, 
partnering with festival food traders 
including Nomadi Wood Fired 
Pizzas, Boxed Burger, The Bucket 
List and The Food Dude, and a pop-
up Saturday afternoon Cake Stall 
with Bakeaholics.

Morley Village & Sports Hall are 
looking to welcome new businesses 
and organisations who require a 
COVID Secure Venue for their sports, 
training or event. They have also 
launched a new website at www.
morleyvillageandsportshall.co.uk

In 
brief...
SPA DISCOUNT FOR 
READERS
Imagine Spa at Wymondham 
Leisure Centre has reopened for all 
treatments, including a luxurious 
Champagne & Truffle Anti-aging 
Facial. To keep clients safe, the 
team have introduced a number 
of new measures, including a 
dedicated entrance to the rear of 
the Leisure Centre, all therapists 
wearing PPE, enhanced cleaning 
throughout the day and bookings 
spaced to allow for extra cleaning. 
All staff have received COVID 
Secure training.

To make a booking and take 
advantage of a Wymondham 
Magazine 25% discount on a face or 
body treatment, call 01508 533918.

TOTALLY LOCALLY 
WITH FIVERFEST
FiverFest is returning to 
Wymondham from Saturday 10th 
to Saturday 24th October. The 
nationwide event encourages 
people to spend a fiver with 
lots of special offers from local 
independent businesses. There will 
be a Zoom meeting for interested 
businesses on Wednesday 30th 
September. For more information 
visit www.facebook.com/
totallylocallywymondham

PUB REOPENS 
The Railway Pub has reopened after 
a period of complete refurbishment. 
With COVID safety measures in 
place, it is open Wednesday to 
Sunday and currently closed on 
Mondays and Tuesdays. Food is 
now served all day.

DRAGON'S JUSTIN 
TAKES ON KING'S HEAD
Justin Harvey, landlord of The 
Green Dragon, has also taken on 

the lease of the King's Head in 
Hethersett, which has been shut 
for over a year. It is hoped the pub 
will open in November. 

POP-UP IN THE PARK
Kett;s Park is the venue for a new 
'pop-up in the park'' initiative from 
Clear Company. The park is hosting 
various take-away food and drink 
operators, all of whom are Norfolk-
based. Visit www.facebook.com/
ClearCompanyCIC for more 
information.  

COFFEE SHOP 
hours change
Throughout the month of October 
The Courtyard Coffee Shop in 
Whartons Court will be closed on 
Saturdays.

CONCERT FOR CLIFF
The Wymondham Helicopter 
Group are promoting a concert 
to celebrate Sir Cliff Richards' 
80th birthday at the Key Theatre 
in Peterborough and raise 
funds for The East Anglian Air 
Ambulance, on Wednesday 14th 
October. It will also be live on 
YouTube and recorded. For more 
information visit www.facebook.
com/Wymondham-Helicopter-
Group-104575914725756

APPLE THEMED
The Farmers’ Market on Saturday 
17th October will have an Apple 
theme, as it coincides with National 
Apple Day.

NEWS, continued...
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R
obert Kett Court resident 
Owen James – aged 95 
- shares gardening tips 
and stories from his life 

in Bunwell in this, the first of an 
occasional series. Owen was born 
and lived in Bunwell his whole life 
until two years ago. A true ‘Broad 
Norfolk’ speaking character who 
worked as a shepherd, the village 
postman, gravedigger, registered 
vermin destroyer and handyman, 
gardening was his passion from 
the tender age of seven. He grew 
prize-winning chrysanthemums 
and veg and sold produce from 
a roadside stall outside his home 
in Bunwell Street. He now runs a 
residents’ gardening club at RKC 
with help from his Wymondham 
town councillor daughter 
Annette.  

Ar yer orrite bor?

Hello to you and welcome to 
my potting shed. First, my top 
gardening tips for September:

• Cut back and remove all dead 
stalks from herbaceous borders 
now. Watch out for new shoots such 
as those from delphiniums. Cut off 
with a heel of old wood and pot up 
to make a new plant which you can 

use to fill a gap in the border in the 
spring.

• Gather in seeds from your plants 
now and place in glass jars if you 
are keeping them in your shed so 
the mice can’t get at them.

• Your lawn will have an autumn 
growth spurt so now is the time to 
sort out any patchy or bare areas by 
sowing seed or returfing.

• If your lawn is prone to 
waterlogging, or has lots of moss 
in it, it may be compacted. Spike 
it with a garden fork to get water 
and air through the soil. It may look 
messy in the short term but this has 
many long term benefits and is well 
worth the effort.

Grass cutting always makes me 
think of my time at Old Buckenham 
Area School (as it was called then).  
I went there when it first opened 
in 1938 aged 13. I’m right proud of 
the fact I never attended a single 
classroom lesson there! Bunwell 
Primary School’s Headmaster, Mr 
Douglas, recommended me to 
Old Buckenham’s Headmaster, Mr 
Twiddy, as a good gardener who 
would be more useful planting up 
and caring for the new grounds than 
in a classroom. That suited me well 
as I had had more than enough of 
book learning by then. My first job 
was planting a lorry load of shrubs 
– that took me two weeks – and 
placing a climber at every pillar on 
the verandah. Some of them may 
still be there for all I know.

The playing field was huge and one 
day a grass cutting machine duly 
arrived. It was my job to cut the 
grass but I was not strong enough 
to push the machine on my own 
so another lad was deputised 
to help me. This machine was 
temperamental and lethal – it 
amazes me to this day that neither 
I nor my helper were injured using 
it. I think today’s Health and Safety 
people would not be impressed at 
two by then 14-year-old lads doing 
this dangerous unpaid work! I spent 
a lot of time looking down at the 
grass as I pushed and noticed there 
was a large patch that had nothing 
but four-leaved clovers in it. To this 
day I wish I had taken some of it for 
planting in my own garden. >

Owen (aged about 7) with his mum Florence 

James at home in Brick Kiln Lane, Bunwell 

 
Tales from the 
POTTING SHED

By Owen James

17 Wymondham Magazine  |  October 2020 news@wymondham-mag.co.uk



> The closest I came to classroom learning was helping 
the woodwork teacher. The school started a Poultry 
Club and he needed someone with experience building 
chicken coops. I used to help my dad make these so I 
volunteered and made the first ones at the school. I kept 
chickens in my Bunwell orchard for many years before 
I moved to Wymondham – you can’t beat a freshly laid 
egg from your own chickens.

Afore I go I must point out we didn’t have a school bus 
then. Each day I cycled to and from school from my 
home on Bunwell Hill – a 10 mile round trip. My pal 
Reggie and I did a test run to time the journey so we 
would not be late on our first day. Pupils were given a 
new bicycle by the Education Authority if they didn’t 
have their own, plus capes, leggings and caps for bad 
weather. Every two weeks we had to parade our bikes so 
a teacher, Mr Thrower, could check they were in good 
order and had not ‘disappeared’ – in other words been 
sold on by the poorer families.  

Well, I hope you have enjoyed reading my memories.  
Schools were very different in my day to what they are 
now – and that may be both a good and a bad thing.  
Until next time, as we say in these parts, ‘moined ‘ow yer 
go’.

Owen

Chrysanthemums growing in Owen's Bunwell garden. These were sold 
to florist shops and the public. 

TALES FROM THE POTTING SHED, continued...

IN SEARCH OF YOUR 
CORONAVIRUS 
STORIES
By Neil Haverson

Wymondham Heritage Museum is still looking for 
your coronavirus experiences - how you managed 
lockdown and now all the rules and regulations that 
have been introduced. Oli Sparrow emailed to tell 
his family’s story:

"My family relocated from Manchester to 
Wymondham in March, just days before the 
government-ordered restrictions were enforced. We 
didn't know the area or anyone that lived here. One 
week later I was furloughed from my new job, never 
to return, and my wife Isabelle was still on maternity 
leave with our nine-month-old daughter. As a result, 
we had almost eight weeks isolated together in a 
strange new town but exploring Wymondham inch 
by inch on our daily exercise walks (thanks Boris), 
and grew to love the place. 

"When the Town Green Cafe reopened, we were 
quickly welcomed as regulars with the staff learning 
our ‘usual’. We felt fortunate moving from such a 
highly affected area as Manchester to a relatively 
untouched part of the country but remained 
concerned about all the friends we'd left behind. 
Our daughter Nina turned one year old shortly 
after garden visits were allowed, so we invited 
the grandparents to come and spend the day 
celebrating. 

"The picture attached shows us all raising a glass of 
champagne to Nina spaced - at 2m apart, of course.”

If you have an experience to share, email whm.info@ 
wymondhamheritagemuseum.co.uk
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CHARITY IN 
THE TIME OF 

COVID
The coronavirus pandemic of 2020 has been 
difficult for everyone, but in these unusual times 
things are particularly hard for charities, who are 
reliant on fundraising for income. Wymondham 
Magazine has spoken to a selection of local 
charities to find out how they are operating in 
the time of COVID-19.

HUB COMMUNITY PROJECT

The Hub on Ayton Road had to cease all its projects on 
23rd March when lockdown was announced. However, 
they were very aware that some people attending the 
projects would have increasing struggles due to the 
pandemic, and tried tried to respond quickly. 

Debbie Rose, Administrator for Hub Community Project, 
explains: "Cup of Caring (support for carers and their 
cared for), Meeting Point (support for the lonely/isolated) 
and The Zone continued to meet via Zoom. Volunteers 
also kept in contact by telephone and we were able to 
help support people emotionally as well as with practical 
tasks. We were also pleased to see those who normally 
attend Meeting Point asking to share contact details so 
they could contact each other directly. Neighbours in 
Need (providing DIY tasks for those most in need) was 
able to continue to complete outdoor tasks where it was 
safe to do so."

The Fun In School 
Holidays project was 
also swift to respond. 
Says Debbie: "FISH 
already supported 
families by providing 
an activity and lunch 
during school holidays 
for those receiving free 
school meals. With 
schools closed and 
food vouchers difficult 
to access, people on 
furlough or losing jobs 
it became apparent 

that these families and others in the community would 
have additional struggles. We began by offering families 
a weekly packed lunch for children, activity packs and 
weekly food parcels.

"This began with 13 families and around 30 packed 
lunches and by July this had risen to almost 50 packed 
lunches and 22 food boxes each week. These were 
delivered to those families unable to collect from us. 
The packed lunches were made at the Hub and were 
healthy and nutritious. The food for these was supplied 
by Morrisons who very generously gave us a discounted 
price.  

"The Activity and Craft packs were of high quality and 
the feedback we received was very positive. The packs 
had a different theme each week and we always tried to 
provide the resources needed to complete the activity.  
These activities gave the parents something different to 
do with their children that was both educational and fun.

"We are continuing to assess the needs in our 
community and we anticipate that these may increase 
as the furlough scheme ends in October. We are looking 
to see how we can provide continued help. We are all 
eager to return to our usual project meetings although 
this seems unlikely at the moment due to social 
distancing restrictions. The object of most of our projects 
is for people to meet together for shared activities and 
this just doesn't work with social distancing."

STAR THROWERS

Cancer charity Star Throwers had to close their 
shops and their centre on Melton Road in March. 
As Operations and Fundraising Manager Victoria 
Pigg explained to Wymondham Magazine: "This 
was a heart-breaking decision but obviously in 
the best interests of those people we support, 
our volunteers and our staff. We took the early 
decision to furlough the majority of our staff early 
in April in order to safeguard the charity and 
ensure that we could safely open again in the 
future. During the lockdown period our Trustees 
had regular video conferences with the non-
furloughed staff to assess the situation and be 
updated on finances.

"We were delighted when it was safe to open 
our Wymondham charity shop again in July and 
we also started accepting shop donations at our 
centre on Mondays and Wednesdays. >
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BIG C

From the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, the 
team at Norfolk cancer charity, Big C - who have a 
charity shop and craft emporium in Wymondham - 
pulled together to develop an emergency response 
and a raft of support services to help some of the most 
vulnerable people in our community.

This included a specialist telephone support line, live 
chat support, telephone counselling, welfare advice, 
‘Ask the Nurse’ support via Big C’s virtual centre, physical 
and mental wellbeing videos, wellbeing packs and 
emergency delivery services.

It is an extremely challenging time for the charity, as 
alongside a steep rise in demand for their services, they 
have suffered a sudden and significant drop in income 
from the temporary loss of their retail outlets during 
lockdown and the absence of the summer season of 
fundraising events.

Carole Slaughter, Head of Fundraising at Big C, says: 
“We are delighted to be once again planning fundraising 
activities, which will also mark and celebrate Big C’s 40th 
anniversary this October! These include our new Fantasy 
Football league, the return of the Big Cuppa and a new 
Big C lottery where you have the chance to win £25,000. 
We are so lucky to have fantastic support from the local 
community and their help is appreciated now more than 
ever.”

Big C’s lottery is managed by Unity Lottery (Sterling 
Management Centre Ltd), a UK company with more than 
20 years’ experience running lotteries for charities.

MINIATURE DONKEYS FOR WELLBEING

South Norfolk-based Miniature Donkeys for Wellbeing 
would normally be enjoying their busiest part of the year. 
They would be out and about with their herd of friendly 
miniature donkeys, visiting people in settings as diverse 
as care homes, day centres, dementia groups and 
special schools. As they can’t currently visit, they came 
up with the idea of Minidonk Activity Packs, full of over 
30 creative and fun things to do, for all ages. >

CHARITIES IN THE TIME OF COVID, continued...

> Since the shop opened sales have been 
booming along with donations and we are now 
open five days a week and hoping to open an 
online ebay shop soon!

"Our centre staff returned at the beginning 
of August in order to start opening up and 
developing our online support services. We are 
now offering the following remote services to 
cancer patients and their carers:

• Cancer Information Sessions with our Nurse 
• Counselling sessions 
• Fatigue management support 
• Nutrition information support 
• Remote Reiki 
• Zoom yoga

"We have moved our patient and carer 
questionnaires online along with our feedback 
forms in order to make access to our services as 
easy as possible. We have been investing in our 
IT systems in order to support these new services 
with improved internet and WiFi, laptops for all 
our staff and investing in our booking system to 
ensure that if another lockdown was to take place 
with can continue to work remotely and continue 
to support our patients and carers. 

"There has been an obvious financial impact 
on the charity with our shops being closed and 
our usual fundraising events being cancelled. 
However, due to the actions we took and 
ongoing financial reviewing the charity is still 
in a good place to continue to support local 
people affected by cancer. We are looking at 
diversifying our funding streams with the ebay 
shop, contactless donation points and building 
our regular donors. We are, as always, so grateful 
for those people who continue to support us and 
look forward to many more years of being a vital 
support service in the community."
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> They applied to the Coronavirus Community Support 
Fund and were awarded funding to get 500 packs made 
and sent out to care homes. 

The packs have been well received by care home 
activity coordinators who desperately need different 
activities to keep residents occupied while visiting by 
family and friends is still very limited. 

Minidonk MD, Sarah McPherson says: “The whole team 
are missing our visits so much, including the donkeys! 
We can’t wait until it is safe to get out visiting again, but 
until we can, we are so happy that with thanks to the 
Government, and The Coronavirus Community Support 
Fund, we have been able to spread a little bit more 
Minidonk magic. We still have around 80 packs left to 
distribute, so if you know of a care home or community 
setting that would benefit from a Minidonk Activity Pack, 

please send 
their details 
to us at info@
minidonks.org.
uk and we will 
see what we 
can do.”

Whilst 
the social 
enterprise has 
been hard 
hit, losing an 
estimated 
£30,000 of 
income since 

the start of the pandemic, the team at Minidonks are not 
downhearted. They have been supported by individuals 
donating to their Justgiving page, sponsoring one of the 
donkeys or buying some gift items from the Minidonk 
online shop, and have recently had some good news 
with South Norfolk Council providing a grant of £5,000 
through their Coronavirus Discretionary Grant Scheme,  
equine feed company, Honeychop, donating a year’s 
supply of feed, and Woodside Care Home in Norwich 
organising a fundraising cake sale.

It is unclear when the team will be able to start making 
visits again, but they will be back out there, making their 
unique difference, just as soon as it is safe to do so.

CHARITIES IN THE TIME OF COVID, continued...

PACT ANIMAL SANCTUARY

PACT Animal 
Sanctuary near 
Hingham was 
forced to shut 
its gates, with 
volunteers no 
longer able to 
help care for 
the animals and 
customers no 
longer able to 
visit to rehome 
animals. Their 15 
shops also had 
to shut, which 
usually bring in £35,000 a month to help maintain 
and run the sanctuary. 

Unfortunately PACT was unable to secure help 
from the government's charity handouts via the 
National Lottery. However, as the team explain, 
"What we did get is some amazing supporters 
helping us out, our drop off point has daily food, 
bedding, toys, etc., for the animals, places like 
Nature Diet donated pallets of food and we set 
up a GoFundMe which reached £10,000. But still 
it nowhere near covers the expense of caring 
for our animals, for bedding, food, vet costs and 
everything else and we’re having to use £15,000 
per month from our reserves. 

"With everyone at home, we also had an onslaught 
of wildlife intakes - people were finding wildlife by 
the dozen! In six weeks, we took in 558 animals, 
hedgehogs, fledglings, deer, swans... the list goes 
on! 

"We are still very much in deep waters. Whilst 
Lockdown restrictions have eased and we 
have been able to start some rehomings with 
restrictions and at a safe distance, it’s still gut-
wrenching seeing the much-needed funds in the 
minuses. 

"Our shops are still shut, as even if we did open 
them, the risk that they wouldn’t bring in enough 
to cover the costs of opening. So, what are we left 
with? Our supporter’s donations to pay for bills, 
animal feed, veterinary costs, medicines, bills for 
running the sanctuary and wages. How does it 
cover it all...? Plain and simple - it doesn’t! 

"We are clinging on, desperately trying to make 
it through each month that passes, wishing for 
normality again, determined to not fail, to protect 
and care for our animals and to make Chris, our 
deceased co-founder, proud."
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From my 
perspective

R
ecently I was filling in for my councillor 
colleague Dave Roberts - as he was working 
– on the Council’s Leisure Environment 
Enterprise and Tourism Committee (LEET). 

This is one of the sub-committees of Wymondham 
Town Council and sadly because of COVID has not 
had a reason to meet since earlier in the year.

Up for discussion via a Zoom call was the idea of having 
food stalls at the Market Cross on the first Sunday of 
every month, on a trial basis until January. We were 
given a presentation by the person who was hoping 
for the proposal to be agreed by the Council and then 
councillors had a chance to debate and ask questions.

When it came to voting for the proposal to allow the 
trial period to go ahead, myself and fellow councillor 
Annette James abstained. Both myself and Cllr James 
have attended the previous two events run at the 
Football Club which had proved very successful and to 
be honest, enjoyable.

You may then ask why did we abstain in the vote and 
not agree to the proposal to have the food stalls at the 
Market Cross. 

In my time as a both a Town councillor and a District 
councillor, this was only the third time I abstained 
in a vote and I think I should explain why. In council 
debates we cover the issue, ask questions and then a 
motion or proposal is voted on. If in the course of those 
discussions, I feel that while the issue is worthy, if the 
proposal is poorly worded or not quite encapsulating 
what we need to vote on, I will abstain. It does not mean 
I don’t support the issue but that there wasn’t enough to 
convince me to vote in favour of.

This proved to be the case at this LEET meeting. While 
the idea to use the Market Cross, particularly on a 
Sunday when any activity to bring people into town 
would be welcomed, the proposal needed additional 
tweaking to garner full support. And that didn’t happen.

That said, I wish the venture well. I strongly believe the 
Market Cross area should host some kind of activity 
every day to make the most of a welcoming space and 
enhance our town, give it a buzz. After all what’s the 
point of a being called a market town if we don’t use our 
market place?

On a separate issue, the play area on Silfield Road, part 
of the Taylor Wimpey/Bovis development has remained 
shut due to COVID. However it is interesting to note that 

this play area has never opened. For nearly two years 
this little play park with its swings, climbing frame and 
seesaw has remained behind steel barriers. 

In response to emails from concerned residents, I 
tried to contact the developers to ask why it remained 
shut. The first time back in July, I was fobbed off with 
‘it will remain shut until September’ and other resident 
enquiries have basically had the same response. Time 
to draw attention to this. If council owned play areas are 
open, why not this one?  

So I suggested that ribbons were tied to the steel 
fencing, to make people aware of the problem and 
gave information on how to contact the developers and 
demand the play area open. 

Still early days for this campaign but with a bit of people 
power and community support, we can keep pushing for 
a solution. 

By Councillor Suzanne Nuri-Nixon

We offer self-storage in 
the Wymondham, Barnham 
Broom and Stalham areas

Competitive rates 
Friendly Service! 
Stated Access

  

  

  (for 
Wym/BB): 
07786255011
or
Sam (for 
Stalham):
 07881 786690

 

To discuss your 
requirements call 

Rebecca: 
07786255011 

(Wym/BB) 
or

Sam: 
07881786690 

(Stalham)

http://www.storegalore.co.uk
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By Victoria Pigg, www.starthrowers.org.uk

Carnegie-Medal winner 
Gillian Cross absolutely 
excels himself in this 
translation of Homer’s poem, 
compelling reading for both 
children and adults alike.  
Admittedly, I’ve never read 
the original - I may never read 
the original - but this book 
achieves the ultimate goal 
of a translation: beautiful, 
easily accessible writing 
which effortlessly captures 

the essence of the original story. Reading this book, you get 
a true sense of being drawn into the feelings and struggles 
of all the characters. Alongside the writing, Neil Packer’s 
illustrations are nothing short of stunning, masterfully crafted 
to bring the story to life for the reader. These elements 
culminate to create a masterpiece.

Those of you who haven’t experienced this story before, 
you are in for a treat. You will love to hate some of these 
characters, and laugh with incredulity at the Ancient Greeks: 
the army which starts a 10-year-war because some woman 
left her husband for somebody else.  

The book sweeps you up in the stories of Hector (my 
personal favourite from the Trojan Army), Achilles (the soldier 
who refuses to fight just because someone’s run away with 
his mistress), Patroclus, Ajax, Helen, Paris, Menelaus, and the 
dastardly Agamemnon (who receives a particularly satisfying 
comeuppance).  

Enjoy simultaneously the endless disputes between the 
Greek gods, especially Zeus and his psychopathic wife Hera.  
And as for the ending, I’ve known the story for years, and I 
still find it baffling how the Trojan Horse actually worked. 

Ultimately, this is a gruesome but highly addictive story 
about the chaos of war, inevitability of death, what it truly 
means to be a hero, and all the idiosyncrasies of humanity. It 
will keep you reading long into the evening like no other tale, 
and the illustrations allow for it to make a perfect ‘coffee-
table-book’ as well. (I would also highly recommend Gillian 
Cross’s illustrated adaptation of The Odyssey!)

book review
The Iliad
By Gillian Cross

By Freddy Lowe 

We are so happy to be back and supporting 
people (virtually) at Star Throwers and the 
range of services we are able to offer is 
expanding:

• Cancer Information Session are available on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays via phone, email 
and video sessions on Thursdays and Fridays. 

• Counselling Sessions available with our 
trained Counsellors, Jacqui Epsom-High and 
David Spicer, via phone or video call.

• Fatigue Management – Support managing 
energy levels.

• Nutrition Support – Online talks, one-to-one 
sessions and group Q&A sessions on cancer 
nutrition.

• Online Yoga Sessions - Join Wendy McEvoy 
online for a 90 minute yoga session: Mondays 
at 6pm or Fridays at 9am.

• Remote Reiki – Debbie is offering remote 
Reiki sessions via Zoom fortnightly.

Our support is open to all those affected by 
cancer, we help people to become well-
informed about their cancer diagnosis and 
treatment options including clinical trials. To 
register as a new patient or to book an online 
or phone appointment with our Nurse call 
01953 423304, email info@starthrowers.org.uk 
or visit our website to fill in our simple online 
form: www.starthrowers.org.uk/about-us/
contact-us/ 

Supporting Star Throwers

Join us in an exciting new (virtual!) event – a 
Halloween Balloon Race on 31st October! 
Purchase and decorate your own balloon for 
just £3 and take part in the virtual race starting 
from Dracula’s Castle to be in with a chance 
of winning £500, an Apple ipad or £10 book 
tokens! To find out more and enter the race 
visit https://ecoracing.co/user/page/689

By Victoria Pigg, www.starthrowers.org.uk

Star Throwers
Holistic Cancer Support Charity

An update from

https://www.kettsbooks.co.uk/
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https://www.starthrowers.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/
https://ecoracing.co/user/page/689


The White Hart   
Market Street, Wymondham

O
ur opening night was 
absolutely incredible 
and I don't think either 
of us will ever forget 

it. It had been a very tough few 
months leading up to opening 
as my partner Kieran was still 
working and planning for the pub 
alongside full time work, and I 
was in my last few weeks of my 
BA degree. 

We were so tired and anxious but 
the turnout was absolutely incredible 
and there was so much support for 
us - it was very touching! (Also a 
massive shout out to Red Leaf who 
made our opening night even more 
special and we cannot wait to be in 
a position to host them again!). Fast 
forward a year and we had managed 
to turn the pub around and made 

incredible progress for it to be the 
business we wanted for ourselves 
and the community - however sadly 
one week before our first anniversary 
bash... Lockdown happened! 

It really has not been an easy year for 
anyone, but especially the pub trade 
and we can't thank people enough 
for continuing to support us so far. 

We really need this support to 
continue and as we are coming up 
to our quieter period we urge people 
to please continue to support us 
and other local businesses as much 
as possible. Big chain restaurants 
and pubs have the finances to fall 
back on. Unfortunately we do not! It 
seems like this year will be make or 
break in many cases for businesses 
and we really hope we can make it 

through and continue to 
improve our offering. 

We are also now offering 
a fantastic lunchtime deal 
on wraps and hot drinks 
and our entire menu is 
available to order as take 
away if you do not yet 
have the confidence to 
dine out - you can enjoy 
the taste of your local 
pub in the comfort of 
your own home!

We have a one-way 
system through the pub, 
multiple sanitization 
stations and operate at 
table service only so 
upon entering you will 
be greeted by a member 
of our team and seated 
at our socially distanced 
tables. We have seating 

inside and out all spaced at over 1m 
apart to give staff and customers 
the confidence to dine with us. 
The feedback we have received 
has been wonderful and it seems 
customers really appreciate our 
efforts.

We hold a Burger and Cocktail night 
every Thursday between 5pm and 
8pm, which has been proving really 
popular, and also have a Sunday 
roast available which we have 
changed from our previous carvery 
to comply with safety measures.

Very recently we have welcomed 
the pop up Post Office inside the 
front of our pub. We are really happy 
and hopeful that this will benefit 
the community and businesses 
for as long as possible. We will be 
opening the pub now for drinks only 
on Mondays and Tuesday alongside 
the PO from 10am to 4pm when we 
will have great deals on hot drinks 
and cakes to have in or take away. 
We would encourage people to use 
the Post Office on those days as our 
kitchen is closed and this will help 
manage the number of customers 
coming in and out at once - keeping 
everybody safe!

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Kieran Bullen and Caitlin Quinn took over The White Hart in April 2019. Here 
Caitlin describes how the business has faired during the 'complete whirlwind' 
of the past 18 months...
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T
he breakdown of a relationship is a difficult 
time both emotionally and financially, and 
there will be a number of things for you to 
consider. One of the most important is any 

shared property or family home, as in most cases 
this is likely to be your most valuable asset.

How will the house be split in divorce where 
there are no children?

If you have been married for a relatively brief period 
of time, and have no relevant children to consider, 
then you may be able to sell the home and divide 
the proceeds evenly - especially if this reflects the 
contributions each party has made to the acquisition 
of the property. However, if you have brought different 
amounts of money into the marriage, or had a property 
to start with, then the matrimonial property division may 
need to be adjusted to ensure a fair settlement.

What happens with the family home when 
children are involved?

If there are children involved, the focus will be to 
disrupt them as little as possible. The children’s needs 
are the Court’s first consideration. Property division 
in divorce needs to take into account the fact that 
children require a ‘family home’ if possible with each 
parent, and therefore wherever possible the Court will 
look to see if a second home can be bought for the 
other spouse. Sadly this is not always possible and 
sometimes there is only enough capital to rehouse 
one spouse (usually the one with the primary care for 
the children) and the other spouse may not be in a 
position to purchase a property themselves at least not 
immediately.

Does a divorce mean a house sale is inevitable?

No, it does not. In some circumstances one spouse 
may be able to “buy out” the other spouse from their 
interest in the family home or the parties or indeed the 
Court may decide that the sale of the property should 
be deferred to a later date such as when the youngest 
child finishes education (usually secondary) or attains a 
certain age.

How long will the process take?

The longest part is not the actual sale process which 
may only take a few weeks but the process of being 
able to sell or to have agreed to sell. This process can 

take weeks, months or even more than one year it 
depends how much negotiation is required as well as 
whether the Court’s input is required.

When will I be able to get another mortgage or 
buy a new house?

It really depends on that individual’s financial 
circumstances. It is much harder to get another 
mortgage or buy another house if a spouse is still say 
financially tied to the family home by for instance still 
being a party to the mortgage secured on that property.

If you wish to discuss any of these options in 
more detail, please contact Spire Solicitors LLP 
on 01953 606351 for all your legal needs.

Divorce: What happens to 
your family home?
Written by Sarb Gosal , Partner at Spire Solicitors LLP

ADVERTORIAL
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Markets 
 
Every Friday

Charter Market 
8am to 5pm, Market Place 
01953 603302

Third Saturday  
(17th October)

Farmers’ Market 
9am to 1pm, Market Place 
01953 603302

whAT’S 
ON?
Including Online...

Saturday 26th September

The Hedge On Holiday 
8pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/
groups/643768305643664

Sunday 27th September

Sunday Service Livestream 
9.30am, by Wymondham Abbey 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
egQ30CpJ64aJQYnFvzlcA/live

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk/
sundays

Wednesday 30th September

FiverFest Business Information Meeting 
7pm, via Zoom. By Totally Locally 
totallylocallywym@kettsbooks.co.uk

Friday 2nd October

Wymondham Country Market 
9.30am to 11.30am, Wymondham Town 
Football Club

Saturday 3rd October

Four By Four On Tour 
7.30pm, Beccles Public Hall & Theatre. 
Tickets £7 
https://bit.ly/3j8HmDu

Sunday 4th October

Sunday Service Livestream 
9.30am, by Wymondham Abbey 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
egQ30CpJ64aJQYnFvzlcA/live

Sunday Service Streamed  
After 10am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 

www.wymondhammethodist.org.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk/
sundays 

Tuesday 6th October

Bounce And Rhyme 
10am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Just A Cuppa (Babies & Toddlers) 
11am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading Friends 
7pm, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Wednesday 7th October

Brick Building Club 
4.30pm, via Facebook Live. By 
Wymondham Library 
www.facebook.com/
NorfolkLibrariesForFamilies

Saturday 10th October

The Hedge At Home - with special 
guest Liz Reed 
8pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 11th October

Sunday Service Livestream 
9.30am, by Wymondham Abbey 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
egQ30CpJ64aJQYnFvzlcA/live

Sunday Service Streamed  
After 10am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodist.org.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 

www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk/
sundays 

Tuesday 13th October

Bounce And Rhyme 
10am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Just A Cuppa (Babies & Toddlers) 
11am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading Friends 
7pm, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Wednesday 14th October

Brick Building Club 
4.30pm, via Facebook Live. By 
Wymondham Library 
www.facebook.com/
NorfolkLibrariesForFamilies 

Sunday 18th October

Sunday Service Livestream 
9.30am, by Wymondham Abbey 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
egQ30CpJ64aJQYnFvzlcA/live

Sunday Service Streamed  
After 10am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodist.org.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk/
sundays 
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Tuesday 20th October

Bounce And Rhyme 
10am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Just A Cuppa (Babies & Toddlers) 
11am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading Friends 
7pm, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Wednesday 21st October

Brick Building Club 
4.30pm, via Facebook Live. By 
Wymondham Library 
www.facebook.com/
NorfolkLibrariesForFamilies

Author Q&A with Sally Harris 
8pm, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library. 
Tickets free but spaces limited 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Friday 23rd October

Paint or Pour a Pumpkin 
7.45pm, stART Studio. Tickets £15 per 
person and £8 per additional pumpkin  
www.start-studio.co.uk

Saturday 24th October

The Hedge At Home 
8pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 25th October

Sunday Service Livestream 
9.30am, by Wymondham Abbey 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
egQ30CpJ64aJQYnFvzlcA/live

Sunday Service Streamed  
After 10am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodist.org.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk/
sundays 

Spooktacular Evening 
3.30pm, stART Studio. Tickets £10 
for afternoon activities, from £8 for 
afternoon tea. Suitable for 8+  
www.start-studio.co.uk

Tuesday 27th October

Bounce And Rhyme 
10am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 

libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Just A Cuppa (Babies & Toddlers) 
11am, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading Friends 
7pm, via Zoom. By Wymondham Library 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk 

Wednesday 28th October

Brick Building Club 
4.30pm, via Facebook Live. By 
Wymondham Library 
www.facebook.com/
NorfolkLibrariesForFamilies

Saturday 31st October

Spooktacular Evening 
3.30pm, stART Studio. Tickets £10 
for afternoon activities, from £8 for 
afternoon tea. Suitable for 8+ 
www.start-studio.co.uk

Virtual Halloween Balloon Race 
By Star Throwers. £3 per balloon 
https://ecoracing.co/user/page/689

WHAT'S ON, continued...
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WYMONDHAM
magazine
Next issue:  
Out 30th October. Copy deadline: 23rd October

Subscribe to the monthly digital magazine for free online at 
www.wymondham-mag.co.uk
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