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Call Your Wymondham Agent
Rebecca Mills on 01953 665785

COMMUNITY TRANSFORM 
EYESORE INTO ART 
INSTALLATION
Tired of the eyesore that greeted visitors to their town as they left the local 
railway station, residents have worked together to revamp the area and 
create a community artwork.

The former Sale Yard opposite Wymondham station closed many years 
ago. Since then the site has changed hands more than once but it has never 
been developed, and its boundary fences and perimeter have become 
increasingly derelict. The Wymondham Eyesore Action Group, set up by 
resident Kim Carsok, vowed to do something about it. After contacting 
South Norfolk District Council, the planning team contacted the current site 
owner on the group's behalf and gained permission for them to improve the 
boundary. Kim is also the leader of the Wymondham in Bloom organising 
committee and her colleagues enthusiastically supported the volunteer day. 

Kim said: "We felt we had waited long enough for someone else to do 
something. Sometimes we just have to decide to be that 'someone'." On 
the Sunday around 15 volunteers arrived to paint, litterpick, trim back 
overgrown vegetation and start work on the centrepiece 'Blooming Fence' 
art installation. The idea is that residents can add to the Blooming Fence over 
time - it is our Norfolk version of the popular 'padlocks on a bridge' idea to 
show our love for our town. All you have to do is paint a plastic bottle bottom 
with nail varnish, acrylic paint or permanent markers to resemble a flower. 
Punch a hole in the side and attach it to the fence wherever you fancy with 
wire or a cable tie." Local care home residents and school children made 
many of the first flowers to go on the fence. 

The volunteers were very grateful to the Industrial Gardener who blasted 
through the mammoth brambles with power tools and Sarah from stART 
Studio who advised on the Blooming Fence. The group are planning more 
Volunteer Work Days when they will create more art and prepare the ground 
for sowing wildflower seeds.

If you would like to get involved contact Kim on wymbloom@gmail.com >

Welcome to October's issue of 
Wymondham Magazine, as we move 
from summer (rather an Indian 
Summer at present!) into autumn. 
This month sees the return of Totally 
Locally's Fiver Fest campaign, 
encouraging Wymondham residents 
to support their local businesses. We 
are lucky in Wymondham to have a 
number of independent-run shops, 
where you can find gifts galore whilst 
also enjoying a more personalised 
service and the knowledge you are 
helping to keep your hard-earned 
cash within our community rather 
than in the hands of the large national 
chains. Though the town centre 
appears busy, many of the retailers 
are still not enjoying the footfall they 
had pre-Covid, and they need your 
support more than ever!

Kate, Editor
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Are you struggling with
Anxiety or Stress
Fears or Phobias
Weight Control
Addictions
Sleep Issues
Low Self Esteem or Confidence

Call today to book your FREE consultation

2b@1 Hypnotherapy Wymondham

Would you like to discover how 
Hypnotherapy can help?

Unlock your potential

available

online
appointments 

Looking a lot better 
at the old Sale Yard! 

Windmill House 
residents hand over 
their plastic bottle 
flowers 

http://www.2bat1.com


FORMER TEACHER 
AND GARDENER 
REMEMBERED 
WITH NEW AWARD
A new award dedicated to the 
memory of a much loved and 
respected former teacher and 
gardener was presented for the first 
time at The Green Dragon pub.

John Reeve, of Wymondham, was 
a former teacher at Sprowston 
High School for 40 years before his 
retirement and a gardener at the pub 
for six years. He passed away from 
Covid-19 in December 2020 aged 68.

The John Reeve Memorial Award will 
be given each year to someone who 
has made an outstanding contribution 
to Wymondham in Bloom. It was 
commissioned by The Green Dragon’s 
landlord Justin Harvey and created by 
Wooden Hart Woodturning.  

In a surprise twist the first winner of the 
award was the Wymondham in Bloom 
team’s unsuspecting co-ordinator Kim 
Carsok in recognition of her dedicated 
approach and unstinting work to 
establish the competition over the past 
two years. Her team mates had plotted 
behind the scenes to lead her to think 
it was going to another person. “I was 
very surprised and truly honoured 
to be chosen as the first recipient of 
this award,” said Kim. Wymondham's 
Mayor, Kevin Hurn, presented the 
award.

The Wymondham in Bloom 
team organized the presentation 
ceremony at The Green Dragon 
for all the participants in this year’s 
competition and many businesses 
and organisations braved the rain to 
collect their hard-earned certificates.

A new name and a new era 
dawned on Monday 30th 
August for community radio 
station South Norfolk Radio as it 
broadcast its first programmes 
online. The entirely volunteer-run 
station is expanding its horizons, 
having been set up as Radio 
Wymondham in late 2018.

A number of abortive attempts 
to launch a radio station for the 
local community in the traditional 
South Norfolk market town of 
Wymondham had been made 
previously over a period years, but 
a dedicated band of volunteers, 
now led by Company Director and 
Station Manager Anthony Woods, 
finally made it happen in 2018 with 
the establishment of a Community 
Interest Company and setting up of studio 
facilities.

Earlier in 2021, the station moved ‘lock, 
stock and microphone’ to new studios in 
Whartons Court, right in the town centre 
in Wymondham, making it far more 
accessible. “We managed to stay on 
air throughout the pandemic,” explains 
Anthony Woods “but I can’t pretend that 
its been easy. Even a task as simple as 
inviting in a studio guest to talk on air 
became impossible, but we feel that as 
the situation eases, it’s time for us to get 
things moving again. Moving to a central 
location in the town is a big part of that, 
as is our rebranding to South Norfolk 
Radio, as we shift our focus to cover not 
just Wymondham, but the wider South 
Norfolk district too.

“Expanding our horizons though means 
that we need more members to join us” 
continues Anthony, “and we welcome 
enquiries from potential volunteers. We 
are keen to recruit more programme 
makers and of course we provide 
suitable training and can even facilitate 
broadcasting from your own home 
where needed. But staffing a radio 
station thats on air 24/7 means that 
there are many other roles to fill too, so 
even if you think that sitting in front of 
a microphone and talking on the radio 
is a bit too daunting for you, don’t be 
afraid to get in touch. Perhaps youre an 
expert on technology or work in graphic 
design, make websites or are a wizz on 
TIk-Tok, Instagram or other social media? 
Whatever your particular skills – we 
need you!” 

Anthony also says that the station is 

keen to hear from potential advertisers 
too. “We have some extremely 
competitively priced advertising and 
sponsorship options,” he explains, 
“and we’re keen to work with local 
companies looking to take advantange 
of the new opportunity to get their 
own local services advertised to local 
people, to the mutual benefit of the local 
community as a whole.”

Whether youre looking to join the station 
as a volunteer member or to provide 
mutual support through commercial 
advertising opportunities for your own 
business, you can get in touch with 
the station from the links on the radio 
station's new website at www.snradio.uk 
or email info@snradio.uk

The website is also where you can hear 
South Norfolk Radio with the audio 
player on the site, with the station 
currently broadcasting online and on a 
range of radio streaming services too, 
and available on computers, laptops, 
tablets, smartphones and smart 
speakers, and also on devices such 
as Alexa. South Norfolk Radio hopes 
to eventually expand even further to 
be able to broadcast on the local DAB 
transmitter network too, and has already 
taken an option on this.

“It’s an exciting time,” says Anthony. 
“Why not join us and become part of 
a friendly team making local radio to 
benefit our local community?

You can listen to South Norfolk Radio 
and get comprehensive programme 
schedule and contact details on the 
website at www.snradio.uk

New Name, New Era for 
wymondham's radio
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http://www.snradio.uk
mailto:info%40snradio.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
http://www.snradio.uk
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FLYING SCOTSMAN VISITs 
MID NORFOLK RAILWAY 
World famous steam engine the Flying Scotsman will pay a 
much-anticipated visit to the Mid Norfolk Railway this month.

The iconic locomotive will be hauling eight coach trains at 
the railway on the 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 10th, and 16th October, with 
trains leaving Dereham station at 10am, 12noon, 2pm, and 4pm.  
There will also be a departure at 6.30pm on the 2nd, 9th, and 
16th October.

The Flying Scotsman-hauled trains will travel from Dereham to 
Brick Kiln Junction just north of Kimberley Park station before 
returning to Dereham. It will not be arriving at Wymondham 
Abbey Station due to operational reasons, principally the track 
configuration at Wymondham that does not support eight-
coach trains.

Charlie Robinson, Chairman of the Mid Norfolk Railway, said: 
“This is an incredibly important event for the railway, as it 
will be the first time the Flying Scotsman will have run on 
a heritage railway in the region. The tickets having sold so 
quickly demonstrates the enthusiasm to see this iconic engine 
in action and to be part of the experience. I can only apologise 
that we cannot run more trains and therefore offer more 
tickets.”

He added: “We are grateful to the owners of the Flying 
Scotsman, the National Railway Museum, for this opportunity 
to showcase this world famous engine here on the Mid Norfolk 
Railway.”

When not running the Flying Scotsman will be open to visitors 
at Dereham station on Wednesday 6th to Friday 8th October 
and again from Wednesday 13th to Friday 15th October. On 
the static days passengers on the railway's services will be 
able to buy, on the day, an extra ticket that will give them a 
guided tour of the Flying Scotsman.

Platform tickets and static display tour tickets when available 
will be sold via the railways website at www.midnorfolkrailway.
co.uk/flyingscotsman or can be purchased on the day.

Photo below - and our Wymondham Magazine cover image this 
month - by Ian McDonald, MNR

CELEBRATE CENTENARY 
WITH THE HUGHES 
GRAND VAN TOUR
Celebrations are well underway this year as Hughes  
commemorates 100 years of business! Faced with the 
dilemma of how to celebrate, Hughes has recreated 
a 1950s delivery van to go on a grand tour of its store 
locations, including at Wymondham Market Cross on 
Tuesday 28th September.

Visitors can enjoy seeing the van in all its glory with a 
mini-exhibition of popular 1950s appliances to show how 
our favourite electrical items have evolved. There is also 
a prize draw with 100 items up for grabs (one for every 
year of business) with everything available from TVs and 
soundbars 
to kitchen 
and 
laundry 
appliances. 

Swing by 
to say hello 
and grab a 
voucher for 
5% off all 
items.

http://www.fiverfest.co.uk
http://www.midnorfolkrailway.co.uk/flyingscotsman 
http://www.midnorfolkrailway.co.uk/flyingscotsman 


Royal Anglian 
reunion helps kick off 
new rugby season
An invasion of Poachers, Pompadours and Vikings helped 
Wymondham Rugby Club welcome in a new season of sport 
after 18 months of Covid restrictions.

More than a hundred rugby-loving former soldiers - all drawn 
from the three battalions of the Royal Anglian Regiment - 
spent the opening Saturday of the season at the club.

“This is our annual reunion,” explained Jim Cunningham, 
chairman of the Royal Anglian Rugby Association. “But it’s 
actually lots of smaller reunions - there are friends here 
meeting up again who served together in Northern Ireland, the 
Balkans or in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“It’s about renewing old friendships, about families - we’ve 
got seven fathers and their sons here who all served - and it’s 
about reinforcing our links to the local community.”

The Royal Anglians won their game 20-12 against 
Wymondham 3rds and stayed on to enjoy the club’s traditional 
start-of-season beer festival.

“It’s been fantastic to have everyone here,’ said Adrian Anema, 
a local veteran of both the Royal Anglians’ 1st Battalion and 
Wymondham’s 1st team. 

"There’s a really strong tradition of rugby in the regiment and 
you make friendships playing that last. People have come from 
all over the country to be here and meet up again.”

The Royal Anglian Regiment was formed in 1964 when the 
County Regiments of East Anglia were merged. The Regiment 
has seen action with multiple tours in Aden, Radfan, Bosnia, 
Croatia, Northern Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Regular battalions are now the 1st and 2nd - nicknamed 
The Vikings and The Poachers - with the 3rd, formerly known 
as 'The Pompadours' but now 'The Steelbacks', as the Reserve 
battalion.

The Regimental 
rugby reunions 
began in 2000 
with annual 
fixtures played 
in recent years 
in Colchester, 
Leicester, 
Cambridge, 
Northampton and 
Corby.

Below: Maj Dave 
Granfield, 1st 
Battalion, receives 
his Regimental 
Rugby Cap from 
General Tony 
Pollard
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https://www.saffronhousing.co.uk/


NEW HOME KIT 
FOR WYMONDHAM 
LADIES
Wymondham Town Ladies football team have 
announced their home kit for the new season, 
which includes Money Properties being revealed 
as the main sponsor and McDonalds Thickthorn 
as the sleeve sponsor. 

Speaking about the partnership, Mick Money said: 
“Money Properties are so proud to support the 
team. The success of the team is due to the hard 
work from the players and the leadership of Alex 
and his coaching staff. The team is a credit to our 
beautiful market town and we wish the team all 
the best for this season.”

Wymondham have started this season as strong 
as they finished last season, winning their opening 
four games, scoring an impressive 18 goals and only 
conceding two goals. 

The season started with an away game against Bedford 
Town in a replay of last season’s opening fixture. 
Wymondham controlled the game and ran out 3-0 
winners in a game which saw Lyla Studd make her 
Wymondham debut and Summer Ward return from an 
ACL injury. 

The second game of the season was a home game and 
was played at The FDC, Bowthorpe. A first half red card 
for Colney Heath’s Kelly Hancock in the first half gave 
Wymondham a numerical advantage, which they took 
full advantage of by scoring seven with no reply including 

a brace from Laura Nicholls. There were also debuts for 
summer signings Hayley Kindred and Jess Hawkins, both 
of whom were involved in second half goals. 

Wymondham’s third game of the season was an away 
trip to St. Ives and a brace from both Hannah Waters and 
Francesca Catchpole, including a solo goal which was 
ultimately voted as goal of the month, was sufficient to 
win the match and take all three points. Rachel Cossey 
made her return from her ACL injury in this game, making 
an appearance in the second half. 

The fourth game of the season saw Wymondham 
welcome Luton Town to Norfolk and two first half goals 
put Wymondham in a positive place going into the 
second half and added a third to ensure Wymondham 
gained all three points.

Wymondham Nature 
Group October 
Meeting
The next indoor meeting of Wymondham Nature Group 
(WyNG), the local members’ group of Norfolk Wildlife 
Trust (NWT), will be held on Thursday 14th October at 
7.30pm, with an illustrated talk by Jonathan Preston, NWT 
Nature Conservation Manager for the west of the county.  

The title of the talk is Wonderful Breckland. This is a very 
distinct and special area of East Anglia, with unusual soils, 
climate, and plants. The talk will cover how the Trust has 
worked with other landowners including the MOD and 
Forestry Commission. There have also been several land 
acquisitions to help protect the pingoes on the NWT 
reserve at Thompson Common.

The venue is the Town Green Community Centre, NR18 
0PW (next to Wymondham Methodist Church).

The meeting room will be well ventilated, hand 

sanitiser will be available, and it may be necessary 
for those attending to wear a face covering/mask. All 
welcome - admission £2. For further details call Ann 
Carpenter on 01508 488337 or visit www.facebook.com/
WymondhamNatureGroup

Photo: stone curlews by Peter Simpson
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http://www.facebook.com/WymondhamNatureGroup 
http://www.facebook.com/WymondhamNatureGroup 


http://www.starthrowers.org.uk


Wymondham’s Big Autumn  
Litter Pick 

Saturday 2nd October 2021, 10am to 1230pm

The Baptist Church, Queens Street 

Email: greening.wymondham@gmail.com for 
more information or just turn up! All ages 

welcome
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Local Quire needs singers!
The Norfolk West Gallery Quire is re-starting its activities and 
looking for new singers and musicians. 

The Quire sings and plays in historic settings around Norfolk 
and recreates the ambience of Thomas Hardy’s era by 
dressing in period costume. West Gallery Music is a form of 
sacred music from the 18th and early 19th centuries in the 
UK and was performed from specially constructed galleries 
at the west end of churches, by singers with frequently more 
enthusiasm than skill, accompanied by the village band. It is 
popularised in the works of Thomas Hardy, especially Under 
the Greenwood Tree. The music was largely forgotten until 
the 1980s but has been rediscovered by a new generation of 
musical re-enactors and there are now Quires in most parts 
of the country, with the Norfolk West Gallery Quire being the 
principal one in East Anglia.

The Quire is currently looking for enthusiastic singers 
(all voices, Tenors and Basses especially welcome) and 
instrumentalists to accompany. Rehearsals are fun and a social 
occasion, and refreshments are provided. Previous experience 
is not needed and there is no requirement for sight reading. 
Enthusiasm and tunefulness are the main qualities required. 

They rehearse on alternate Wednesday evenings at Spooner 
Row Church near Wymondham and current membership of 
30 or so spreads from West Norfolk to the Broads. Concerts 
or services are put on several times a year, frequently in 
historic churches around the county. For more details about 
the Quire, contact administrator Barbara Randall on 01953 
601939.

WYMONDHAM MUSIC 
- AN UPDATE 
By Philip Richardson, Chairman of Trustees 

The last Wymondham Music Festival (WMF) was 
held in 2019, having run for 24 years. Sadly it had 
to come to an end, through lack of volunteers to 
organise and run it, together with declining audience 
numbers and income. 

The charity name was changed to Wymondham 
Music (WM), and Trustees of WMF became Trustees 
of WM, dedicated to helping others run musical 
events in the town. 

Covid-19 stopped all such activities throughout 
much of 2020 and 2021. As restrictions are lifted 
we all now hope to be able to join in many of the 
social events that we used to. In July 2021, WM 
was pleased to support Wymondham Rotary Clubs 
and Lions to stage the popular Jazz Picnic on 
Becketswell meadow. 

The Trustees offered a contribution to costs, lent a 
marquee left over from the Festival and publicised 
the event through the WM website. The event was a 
great success. 

WMF benefited over many years from the financial 
contributions of Patrons - many of whom have 
chosen to remain supporting WM, thereby 
strengthening our ability to offer grant assistance to 
other organisations. Using our website and PayPal 
facility we can also sell online tickets for events 
arranged by others. 

The underlying principle for offering grant aid is 
to support events which would probably not be 
possible to run without some external funding. 
Before Covid struck, for instance, Trustees had 
offered to assist Wymondham Symphony Orchestra 
with the costs of bringing a professional pianist to 
one of their concerts. 

The pandemic forced cancellation of that event, but 
now that restrictions on public gatherings are easing 
many musical groups and societies in and around 
Wymondham will be making plans for the future.

If WM can help them achieve their ambitions the 
Trustees would be pleased to hear from them. 
If so, please contact the chair of Trustees, Philip 
Richardson at prichardson@downhammanor.co.uk or 
telephone 07715 699211. 

Currently WM has three Trustees. We would be 
delighted to have one or two more to help judge the 
most worthy applicants for grant assistance. If you are 
willing to help, please use the same contact details 
listed above.

mailto:prichardson%40downhammanor.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine


ROBERT KETT  
PRIMARY SCHOOL

ADVERTORIAL
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SHOPKEEPER COMMENT
By Michelle Fernandes, Wardrobes

Following the lifting of the last big Covid lockdown it was a relief to be able 
to reopen Wardrobes Boutique in Fairland Street.

Unfortunately the summer for business has not been as good as expected 
possibly for a number of reasons - weather not good, no holidays for most 
and people still being very cautious. Whilst on certain days the town may 
appear busy, these people have not necessarily been visiting the great 
assortment of independent shops that Wymondham has on offer.

Wardrobes certainly still hasn’t seen many of their pre-Covid regulars and 
the majority of our business has been with ‘staycation’ visitors.

All the local businesses need your support in these still ‘trying’ times and 
Wardrobes would love to see more support from the residents of the many 
estates in and surrounding Wymondham.

With Christmas around the corner why not try and support your local 
independent shops for your Christmas presents. You will be amazed at 
what is on offer!

Thanks to all our customers who have continued to support us through the 
last 18 months.

Michelle
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JENNY BRAVES 
THE SHAVE
On 14th July, Jenny from Abbeygate's Esso 
forecourt team Braved the Shave for MacMillan 
Cancer Support.

Seated out on the forecourt in front of the shop 
Tracy, one of her colleagues, did the honours 
and shaved off all her lovely long blonde 
hair. Her locks of hair were sent to the Little 
Princess Trust who make wigs for children 
and £1,394.20 was raised for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.    

Jenny says: “I just needed a good haircut and 
when I saw ‘Brave the Shave’ advertised I 
thought, why not do it for a good cause!  I have 
two granddaughters, so felt it appropriate 
to also donate my locks of hair to the Little 
Princess Trust. I have no regrets - once I had 
committed, I couldn’t wait to have my head 
shaved and I’m so glad I did it, it feels great!”

Why not support 
your local 
Museum?
Wymondham Heritage Society’s 200 Club 
scheme starts again in October, and this scheme 
is invaluable in assisting with the considerable 
running costs of Wymondham Museum. However, 
the society really needs more people to buy a 
ticket this year so that the scheme remains viable.  

There is a maximum of 200 ticketholders, with 
plenty of tickets available this year. Payment can 
be by cheque, cash or standing order, for £24. 
Monthly prizes are £40, £20 and £10, and winners 
are notified by post.  

The 200 Club is open to everyone over 16 years 
of age, and you don’t need to belong to the 
Heritage Society to join. You can play with more 
than one draw number if you wish! Application 
forms are available in the museum, or via email to 
sue200club@btinternet.com   

MEMBER PIONEER CO-OP 
VACANCY
Do you have a passion for your community and a genuine desire to 
make a difference? As a Co-op member pioneer you’ll talk to people 
in your community to find out how you can help them to make a 
difference. By bringing together Co-op members, colleagues and 
local causes you’ll be able to make your community a better place 
to work, play, live and learn. At four hours per week this role can fit 
alongside your other commitments.

The Co-op are currently seeking people to join the Norfolk and East 
Suffolk team of Member Pioneers in; Cromer, Hopton, Kessingland, 
Southwold, Hingham, Wymondham and Attleborough.

Follow this link and pop in your postcode to see your closest vacancy 
and apply - https://jobs.coop.co.uk/search-jobs/MEMBER%20PION
EER/22964/1?fl=2635167,3042225

mailto:sue200club%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
https://jobs.coop.co.uk/search-jobs/MEMBER%20PIONEER/22964/1?fl=2635167,3042225 
https://jobs.coop.co.uk/search-jobs/MEMBER%20PIONEER/22964/1?fl=2635167,3042225 
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We’re hiringWe’re hiring
Robert Kett Court, Wymondham

• Domestic Assistants, Care Support  
Workers & Care Team Leaders

 £8.91 – £10.45 per hour  
+ competitive enhancements

We offer:

Apply on our website today

norsecarecareers.co.uk
Contact us:
Recruitment Team

01603 894695
recruitment@norsegroup.co.uk
                                                                           

Robert Kett Court Team

01953 600464

Image taken pre-Covid-19 

 competitive rates of pay

 professional and in-house training

	 clearly defined career development

 an excellent benefits package
 

MARKET CROSS MODEL
By Neil Haverson

Among the artefacts on display at Wymondham Heritage 
Museum showcasing the history of the town’s ancient Market 
Cross is a scale model – but were there once two models? Two 
pieces of conflicting information accompany the display. One 
says the model was made by pupils at Browick Road School 
in 1955 and presented to the museum. The second shows a 
photograph of two of the boys who worked on it, but says it is 
missing and asks visitors if they can help solve the mystery. 

Recently, one of the model’s makers, Dick Bultitude, came to 
the museum and set the record straight. It wasn’t missing at all. 

Dick’s name had been spotted on the exhibit by Wymondham 
resident, David Levy, when he visited the museum. He knew 
Dick and told him the model was on display and suggested 
he came to the museum to renew acquaintances with his 
handiwork. So, for the first time in more than 65 years, Dick 
stood proudly beside the model he and his friend and fellow 
pupil, John Wiggett, had constructed. Dick confirmed that the 
model on display is the only one they made. There never was 
another one. 

Back in 1955, the students had taken the 11+ and there was not 
much for them to do before the end of term, so head teacher 
Mr Bradbury, devised a project studying Wymondham. Part 
of it was to create a model of the Market Cross. Overseen by 
the arts and crafts master, Mr Cushion, Dick Bultitude and 
John Wiggett were given the task of building it. Mr Bradbury 

had told them to make it 
from plans they made by 
measuring the building as 
best they could. 

Modestly, Dick claims not 
to be skilled. Instead says 
he was simply the right-
hand man. “We used a 
tape measure and scaled 
it up,” Dick recalls. “John 
had engineering skills and 
was very precise.” Running 
a finger carefully over the 
model he adds: “We made 
it from balsa wood, which was easy to cut and shape, then we 
painted it.” Each one of the 4560 tiles was cut by Dick and John 
and fixed in position. 

When the term ended and the pair left Browick Road School 
to further their education at Thetford Grammar School, the 
model was complete all bar the steps. These were added by 
John Wiggett’s younger brother Richard in his final term at the 
school. Says Dick: “I hadn’t even thought about it until David 
phoned.” 

So, how did he feel seeing the model after more than six 
decades? “It brought back my school days. It’s unnerving. That 
I did it and it’s still here!” 

The model was initially held by The Bridewell Museum in 
Norwich until Mr Cushion retrieved it. He restored it and 
presented it to Wymondham Heritage Museum. 

NEWS, continued...

http://www.norsecarecareers.co.uk
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COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR 
OFFICIALLY ‘OPENED’
A community defibrillator was officially declared operational 
at a ceremony led by the HM Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk, the 
Lady Dannatt MBE, on Friday 17th September.  

The life-saving facility was installed in February at Our Lady 
and St Thomas of Canterbury RC Church in Norwich Road. 
The defibrillator was part funded by Wymondham Town 
Council and Saffron Housing Community Foundation Trust.  
The Church’s Community Outreach Project organiser Arnie 
McConnell worked with the funders to obtain the device and 
successfully apply for a British Heart Foundation grant.  

The Lady Dannatt was given a tour of the Outreach Community 
Project Foodbank at the Roman Catholic Church. 

In her 
address, 
Lady 
Dannatt 
thanked 
everyone 
who took 
part in the 
initiative. 
She spoke 
about the 
importance 
of the 
defibrillator 

and she acknowledged the work of the Wymondham 
Community Outreach Project: “I can’t tell you how much 
pleasure it gives me to come to an event like this. You have 
achieved so much for others who may be struggling in the 
community.  I see so many kind people here who are really 

getting out and helping others. I 
always say Wymondham is a special 
place and this confirms it for me.”

Project Co-ordinator Arnie 
McConnell also thanked the 
community volunteers: “This project 
depends on each and every one 
of you; your contribution makes 
the world of difference to those 
individuals and families experiencing 
hardship in our community. I 
particularly want to thank Canon Pat 
Cleary without whom this project 
just does not happen.”

Among the attendees were Wymondham’s Mayor, Cllr Kevin 
Hurn and James Francis CEO of Saffron Housing Trust. Also 
present were representatives from various community groups 
and organisations, including Andrew Clarke of ‘The Shed’, 
whose members made and installed the ceremonial plaque’s 
‘reveal curtain’. Waitrose in Wymondham kindly provided 
refreshments for the guests.

Cllr Hurn said it was “very important that the town now has 
a good network of defibrillators available”, while Mr Francis 
expressed his delight that Saffron’s Community Foundation 
“was able to link with the local community to part-fund this 
life-saving package.”

Canon Cleary told the volunteers, sponsors and guests that: 
“All of your contributions make a world of difference to our 
community.” He continued: “We are so grateful for Lady 
Dannatt for giving up her time for this wonderful occasion, 
where we are going to officially declare the defibrillator 
operational. Many of you have now received the training. 
Also, I would like to thank you for all for your help with the 
community project: the community working together, church 
and neighbour is just as it should be.” 

NEWS, continued...

We need to talk about 
Totally Locally
By Tracy Kenny

Early this morning I was in Wymondham town centre, the 
early autumn sun rising over the row of shops. I'd come in to 
Kett's Books early to send a birthday card for a customer's 
daughter - she lives in the US and asked us to send her 
Ashwellthorpe-based father a card and gift voucher. While I 
was there I picked up a book to hand-deliver to a customer 
who's isolating, and leave a stack of suggested picture 
books for a customer who doesn't have time to browse for 
her granddaughter's birthday gift, because she's driving to 
Adenbrookes every day.  

Having taken care of our people, I made sure the shop was 
ready for the ordinary business of the day, and then went to 
begin my day off. This is what independent shops are about - 
experts in their fields going out of their way to personally care 
for every customer. 

Totally Locally is the national celebration of this kind of 
commitment. It's a call to everyone to think about what they 
are investing in: every purchase you make is either going 

to make some far-away, tax-avoiding stranger richer (and 
creating a pollution trail as well), or helping the person who 
knows your name to keep their business open and continue 
looking after the people who matter to us. The maths work 
out that if every adult in Wymondham spent £5 a week in 
independent shops, we'd inject £3.8 million into the local 
economy. 

Usually Totally Locally runs the Fiver Fest twice a year. Now 
that we're all hopefully recovering from the lockdown years, 
TLHQ is running another in October - to help us start getting 
ready for Christmas. We hope you'll join in, with bells on. 

Because getting your great deals for a fiver is very exciting. 
Finding a new favourite shop and making great friends there 
makes us all happy. But the festival is really about getting 
people into our independent shops who've never thought 
about their own opportunity to make a huge difference by 
just being part of the town they live in, supporting their high 
street and all the people who rely on it. 

The next Fiver Fest runs from Saturday 9th to Saturday 
23rd October, but you can make a difference year-round by 
making it a habit to support the people who are supporting 
you. Mark it in your diary. Get into town, meet great people, 
grab yourself a bargain, and stand alongside the brave, caring 
workers who look after you and look after Wymondham. 
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NEWS, continued...

Tracy Hemstock  | Hemstocks jewellers 
You don't know what life's going to 
have for you and if anyone had told the 
16-year-old me what and where I would 
be now I would be surprised but happy.

Little did I know 40 years ago when I 
started working for my boyfriend's Dad in 
his new jewellery shop in Wymondham, 
that it would lead to a journey of learning 
and life-long friends.

In the 1980s I really wanted to work in 
agriculture and farming. My plan was to 
be a vet when I left school. However due 
to circumstances at the time I started 
working in Market Street Wymondham. 
There is so much to learn in the jewellery 
trade and I have still have so much to 
learn as it is a never-ending, constantly 
changing industry. After a two year 
course on retail jewellery I achieved a 
diploma but there is nothing better than 
learning on the job. I have since had 
many different courses on gemstones, 
metals, marketing, management etc 
and when you come across that unusual 
gemstone that you've touched and 
learnt about in a classroom, in our own 
shop it is such a thrilling experience.

Because we are independent it's all in 
house. We choose the stock and sell 
it ourselves, so we have a good idea 
what's important to our customers. 

And we've been doing it 
for a long time, so I would 
like to think we know what 
we're doing, although I must 
confess there are one or 
two pieces that were maybe 
not such a wise buy.

When we bring somebody 
new on we train them into 
our expertise. They also take 
on the two year course and 
assessments, but we spend 
a lot of time teaching them about how 
we work at Hemstocks, like learning our 
customer approach. For us that means 
be open, smile, and make the customer 
comfortable. Sometimes they want to 
talk about their health, the town, the 
weather, anything except the products! 
But if we listen then they'll talk about 
why they came in, when they're ready.

Our customers trust us to know about 
fashion and what people are going to 
want to wear. Jewellery is very personal 
but it does follow trends. We have to 
think about what is going to make people 
really happy, and surprise them too. And 
we do have our regulars. If customers 
are happy with our replacing their watch 
straps over the years, or selling them a £5 
pair of earrings for a child's birthday, then 
they'll come back to us when they want 
something special, such as engagement 
and wedding rings. It is such a privilege to 
be on their journey with them. We want to 
be with them for life.

We have Hemstock's Jewellers in 
Wymondham and Diss, and in Norwich 
we have W R Bullen on London Street, 
so there are a lot of people in Norfolk 
wearing watches and rings that we've 
provided over 40 years. And yes 
Wymondham has changed in that time, 
of course it has. We can't just blame 

the internet. Many people like to visit 
towns and cities to spend a whole day 
exploring, eating and shopping. This has 
an effect on the smaller market towns. 
Over the years I have seen some of the 
family/independent businesses close 
when the owner wants to retire and 
there isn't a next generation wanting to 
take it on. This has an impact on the high 
street. There are many houses being 
built in town but not so many people 
visiting the high street as today's pace of 
life is rather hectic so its easier to shop in 
one location than have a wander through 
town. There really isn't much you cannot 
get from a supermarket except the 
personal touch and expertise.

Being the manager of Hemstock's 
Wymondham takes up a lot of my time 
but when I do have free time I love to 
spend it with my family, especially my 
beautiful, little granddaughter Charlotte. 
I also enjoy taking my dog Max out for 
regular walks, as if being on my feet all 
day in the shop isn't enough!  

Everybody knows each other in 
Wymondham, so lockdown meant it 
wasn't just customers that were away. 
We didn't see friends. We're so glad 
to see people back out after the last 
year or so, and we really want to thank 
everyone who has decided to shop 
locally. See you all soon.

By Tracy Kenny

We know that the shops in the high street are 
one way that Wymondham looks after its people, 
but who are the people behind the counter? 
The Totally Locally team are getting to know 
the people that give our shops the personal 
touch. How did they get where they are? What's 
important to them? And what makes someone 
give up the security of a regular wage in a big 
company to go it alone doing what they love? 
Here's your opportunity to find out...
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Wymondham’s 
first fully Vegan & 
Cruelty Free Salon
Joanna Holmes from Wymondham 
opened her home-based business, 
Natural Touch Beauty & Massage 
Therap, in February 2020 - and since 
then business has boomed so much 
that Joanna has given up her part time 
job to focus her energy on Natural 
Touch on a full-time basis.

Joanna has 
always been 
passionate about 
protecting the 
environment, 
animal welfare 
and natural 
skincare. After 
becoming 
a Brand 
Ambassador 
for Tropic 
Skincare in 2017 she decided to enrol 
on a course in Facial Therapy. Once 
qualified she realised that she wanted 
to enhance her knowledge in all areas 
of natural beauty therapy and is now 
qualified as a Level 3 Beauty & Massage 
Therapist.

Joanna says: “Being mindful of the 
environment and only using vegan & 
cruelty free products is very important 
to me so I have learned to research to 
ensure I only use high quality brands 
that meet these criteria.”

SUNFLOWER 
COMPETITION RESULTS
Wymondham in Bloom has announced 
their 2021 sunflower competition 
winners: 

Tallest Sunflower: 396cm - Jim 
Hartley; Shortest Sunflower: 14cm - 
Jack Harrison; Heaviest Seed Head: 
760g - Pat Snowsill; Biggest Seed 
Head Diameter: 31cm - Di and John 
Gibbons; Most interesting sunflower: 
Ray Valentine - chosen for the striking 
colours, shape, and prettiness; Best 
group effort - Pupils in Oak Class at 
Chapel Green School and their teacher 
Sarah Williamson, who have grown a 
variety of plants together including 
this lovely sunflower. They even grew 
vegetables to eat together.

Winners will be treated to some lovely 
prizes at local Waitrose & Partners in 
Wymondham. 

In 
brief...
MEETING FOR SAFER 
NEIGHBOURHOOD  
On Sunday 26th September at 7pm 
Wymondham Safer Neighbourhood 
Team will be holding a virtual Priority 
Setting Meeting for Wymondham and 
the surrounding parishes. The meeting 
will be held using Microsoft Teams. 
Participants will discuss issues raised 
and decide priorities for all partners 
to act upon over the next three 
months. The adopted priorities will be 
published on the Norfolk Constabulary 
website and via their ‘South Norfolk’ 
Facebook, Twitter and Nextdoor 
pages. 

For further details email: 
SNTWymondham@norfolk.police.uk 
You can also email to put forward a 
suggestion if you’re unable to attend 
the meeting. 

COUNTRY MARKET 
RESTARTS
Wymondham Country Market will be 
re-opening its weekly Friday market 
on Friday 1st October, with a new 
venue at Wymondham Library, from 
10.30am to 12.30pm. The market will 
feature a range of homemade and 
home=produced goods, including 
cakes, saviouries, preserves, plants 
and a wide range of craft items.

The organisers would like to thank the 
Ex Services Club for previously hosting 
the market until the Covid close-down 
last March.

LITTER PICK IS BACK
Due to Covid Greening Wymondham 
have not been able to hold a ‘Big 
Wymondham Litter Pick’ since March 
2019, so it gives great pleasure to 
say The Big Wymondham Autumn 
Litter Pick is back. All are welcome 
to attend on Saturday 2nd October, 
from 10am to 12.30pm, meeting at the 
Baptist Church on Queens Street. Litter 
picking equipment will be supplied but 
bring a pair of gloves, refreshments 
will be available afterwards. 

For more information contact 
Greening Wymondham on greening.
wymondham@gmail.com 

NEW BANK HOURS
Barclay’s bank now has new opening 
hours - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, 9.30am to 3.30pm, with counter 
closing at 2pm. Closed Wednesday.
Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm - no 
counter service. When the counter is 
closed there is an online machine and 
a quick service point. On these you 
are able to print statements, cancel 
and amend standing orders and direct 
debits, withdraw and deposit up to 
£2,000 and complete bill payments 
and transfers. Staff in the banking hall 
are happy to assist with the machines. 

AN EVENING OF 
COMEDY
Wymondham Players is returning to 
the stage with 'An Evening of Comedy' 
featuring 'Cupboard Love' by Jean 
McConnell and 'Last Panto in Little 
Grimley' by David Tristram, at North 
Wymondham Community Centre on 
Lime Tree Avenue, on Thursday 28th, 
Friday 29th and Saturday 30th October. 
Starting at 7.45pm, tickets are £7 and 
include refreshments and programme. 
Seating is restricted so please book in 
advance via www.wymondhamplayers.
org or 07999 004453. Booking opens 
Monday 4th October.

NEW BASKETBALL 
programme
A new basketball programme 
for young children and girls in 
Wymondham has started at the 
Leisure Centre. Wymondham 
Hoopstars Junior Basketball will be 
held on Tuesdays, and Wymondham 
Hoopstars Girls' Basketball on 
Wednesdays. Contact sue@
norfolkhoopstars.co.uk

POPPY CONCERT
Wymondham Royal British Legion will 
welcome Taverham Brass Band for its 
annual Poppy Concert launching the 
Poppy Appeal for 2021, on Friday 29th 
October at 7pm at the Ex Services Club. 
Tickets cost £10 and available from Ann 
Rogerson 01953 602817 or Roy McGee 
01953 601794.

NEWS, continued...
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Celebrating re-opening

T
he Woolpack Inn on Fairland 
Street was originally listed as 
being solely a beerhouse, a 
house to sell only beer. It was 

given a full licence to sell beer and 
spirits by 1840 when it was advertised 
as an Inn with a Gig House and 
Stables. 

In 1863 The Woolpack was put up for 
auction with auctioneer John Standley.  
The property was described as well 
situated for business with stables and 
other buildings and large garden in 
the occupation of Mr John Burcham, 
as undertenant to Messers Cann and 
Clarke. The auction was to take place in 
The Woolpack itself on 21st August at 
five o'clock in the afternoon.  

The pub was originally owned by Cann 
& Clarke's  Brewery. The Wymondham 
Brewery was founded in the 1700s by 
John Stephenson and his grandson 
John Stephenson Cann. In 1824 the firm 
changed its name to Cann & Clarke and 
in 1832 acquired Harvey's Brewery in 
Market Street. They had various sites 
and maltings in Wymondham including 
at Brewery Lane, Norwich Road and 
Cock Street. As well as brewing, in 1876 
they owned 39 public houses in and 
around Wymondham. In 1894, Cann & 
Clarke was sold to Morgans of Norwich 
for £129,000; the sale included The 

Woolpack Inn. Following the sale the 
inn became a beerhouse again but later 
regained a full spirit and beer licence. 

At time the main photo of the Woolpack  
was taken, William Joshua Goffin was 
licensee as shown with his name 
above the door. He was landlord of 
The Woolpack between 1890 and 
1896. By 1899 William was landlord of 
The King's Head on the Market Place 
until he passed away in 1938. William's 
second wife May then held the licence 
of The King's Head until 1948. Billy Goffin, 
William's youngest son from his first 
marriage then ran The King's Head until 
it closed in 1962. The Goffin family are 
still in Wymondham today. 

Back at The Woolpack, other licensees 
in the 19th century included Robert and 
Mary Hubbard, John Burcham, Elizabeth 
Burcham, James Craness, Robert Barker 
and Charlotte Baker. Into the 1900s 
landlords included Charles Joyce, Henry 
Pyle and John William Chapman. 

The Woolpack was a popular drinking 
pub in the 19th and 20th centuries,  with 
the Fairland Green close by, and music 
and smoking concerts were held there. 
Later in the 1950s and 1960s a jukebox 
was in situ and games like table tennis 
were played. However times were 
changing and The Woolpack closed >

By Sarah Standley

A LOST PUB OF WYMONDHAM... 

THE WOOLPACK 
Read about one of the lost pubs 
of Wymondham, The Woolpack, 
which has been been the home 
of Myhill"s Pet and Garden store 
for over 50 years...



18 Wymondham Magazine  |  October 2021 news@wymondham-mag.co.uk

> its doors whilst under the ownership of Norwich brewers 
Bullards on 3rd June 1966.

Following its closure, the Woolpack site was sold at auction for 
£900 by the then owners Watney Mann (East Anglia) Ltd on 5th 
May 1967 to F W Myhill & Son; Provender Millers, Agricultural 
Corn Seed and Forage merchants. There was a clause in the 
contract which stipulated that in the future the premises could 
not be used "for the trade or business of a brewer, distiller, 
rectifier, wine or spirit merchant, or for any branch of such 
trade or business or as an inn, tavern, public house, club, hotel 
, wine or beer shop, beer house or place of any kind for the 
sale or supply of fermented or spirituous liquors, whether to be 
consumed on or off the premises."

F W Myhill & Son had been in the town since the 1930s at the 
North Mill, Northfield, and opened their first shop in 1937 in 
Fairland Street about 100 metres from The Woolpack. This shop 
is today Wardrobes, the ladies clothing shop. 

On 17th February 1950, a fire believed to 
have started in the engine room destroyed 
Myhill's North Mill and granary, a sad sight to 
be seen that day.

Jack Harvey was a familiar person associated 
with Myhill's in Wymondham and he was 
a part of the firm for nearly 70 years. Jack 
began employment with F W Myhill in 1935 
aged 21 as a part tine gardener at the mill in 
Northfield and by the time he retired he was 
a director of the business.

Jack was born in 1914 in Hellington, south of 
Norwich, and had three siblings. After leaving 
school, Jack worked with his father on the 
Earl of Kimberley's Downham Hall estate.  
The same year he started working at F W 
Myhill he married his wife Lily.

When the first Fairland Street shop opened 
in 1937 Jack and Lily became managers of 
the shop. After the outbreak of the Second 
World War, Jack joined the army and was 
sent to North Africa and the Middle East, 
where he was a driver. The Fairland Street 

shop closed in the later war 
years and after coming out of the 
army in 1945 Jack assisted in the 
reopening of the shop

The late 1960s saw the shop move 
to the former Woolpack premises. 
In 1977, to mark 80 years of 
combined service for Jack and 
Lily, a special presentation was 
made to the couple by the 
chairman, Peter Myhill.

The agricultural seeds and feeds 
side of the business was sold 
in 1987 and they expanded into 
gardening and pet goods and 
accessories. 

After Jack Harvey's retirement 
from full time work in 1988, he 
carried on working part-time as a 
director. Jack passed away in 2012 
at the age of 98.

In 2007 an extension was added by Myhills to the rear of the 
former pub, greatly increasing their selling capacity. 

Today Myhill's, now trading as Myhills Pet & Garden, also have 
branches across the county in Attleborough, Dereham, Diss,  
Swaffham and Watton. There is always a fine display of plants 
and garden furniture and accessories on their forecourt.

This Fairland Street site has been home to two popular yet very 
different businesses over the last two hundred years

The Woolpack is just one of many of the Lost Pubs of 
Wymondham. To learn about others why not visit Wymondham 
Heritage Museum to see their display on them and the brewing 
industry in Wymondham.

WHARTONS OF WYMONDHAM, continued...

Myhill's first shop in Fairland Street with Jack Harvey in the doorway, about 1960.

Myhills Pet & Garden today
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Does the 
phrase 
“medieval 
literature” 
make you 
shudder? It 
certainly did 
me once. I 
once had a 
Cambridge 
tutoring 
session on Sir 
Gawain and the 
Green Knight. It 
was good fun. 
But extremely 
daunting.

I now owe a 
lot to Tolkien, 
because his 
translation is a 
godsend and 
highly addictive 
to read. He 
transforms a 
medieval poem 
into a 'can’t-
put-down' 
thriller. 

Of course this poem’s most prevalent theme is chivalry. Lord 
Bertilak and Morgan de Fay plot to test the chivalry of the Knights 
of the Round Table (with the help of a magic spell or two) and the 
ending, surprisingly, is one of amiability and acceptance. '

Sir Gawain can strive as hard as he can to be an entirely pure, 
honourable knight - but the sequence of events reminds him that 
he is ultimately still human. This conclusion is maintained when 
he returns home and King Arthur's court does not chastise him at 
all for his failed mission (which I wouldn’t dream of spoiling). On 
the baser level of chivalry, the level of 'wagers' and courtly games, 
Sir Gawain has reneged on honour, but his decision is viewed as 
admirable by the rest of his peers.  

All of that aside, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is a fun, 
accessible, highly thought-provoking medieval poem, full of 
daring wagers, mysterious locations, magic spells, alluring 
seduction, and hosts in disguise. Tolkien (with this modern, 
cool, dark green, Lord-of-the-Rings-esque cover) makes it as 
accessible as a modern day crime novel.

book review
Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight 
By J R R Tolkien

By Freddy Lowe 

We are holding a Golf Day with local charity 
Finnbar's Force on Wednesday 13th October at 
Bawburgh Golf Club. So why not 'club' together and 
get a team of four ready for a fun day out to support 
two local cancer charities. Contact us for an entry 
form: victoria@starthrowers.org.uk

We are delighted to say that we are starting to open 
more of our in-person appointments at the Star 
Throwers Centre, and we have recently welcomed 
back our Nutritional Therapist and Counsellors to 
the centre. It is lovely to see the centre returning to 
normal and we will continue to open our services as 
safely as possible for all involved.

We have now finished our heating installation and 
re-decorating and are eagerly awaiting the arrival 
of our 40ft container which will act as the new shop 
storage and an additional retail outlet.

We owe a huge thanks to many volunteers who 
have been in to help out with the re-decorating and 
also lots of garden maintenance at the centre. You 
may have noticed some new signage at the centre 
and soon at the shop – this is a new refreshed image 
which will tell people exactly how Star Throwers 
supports people affected by cancer.

Contact us to find out about the support services 
we are currently able to offer: info@starthrowers.
org.uk or visit: www.starthrowers.org.uk or call 01953 
423304

By Victoria Pigg, www.starthrowers.org.uk

An update from
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From my 
perspective

A
t the September monthly Town Council meeting, 
the issue of adding a community orchard to 
one of Wymondham’s green spaces came up. 
The proposal was put forward by Greening 

Wymondham to take a corner of Browick Road park and 
create a small orchard. 

The proposal to councillors was eloquently presented by a 
member of Greening Wymondham and it was difficult to deny 
the passion and enthusiasm this community group has for not 
only protecting but enhancing green spaces in and around 
Wymondham.

There followed an interesting debate among councillors, 
with the Mayor suspending Standing Orders (the rules by 
which council meetings are conducted) so that the Greening 
Wymondham representative would be free to answer further 
questions without time constraints. When it came to voting on 
the proposal, the majority of councillors voted in favour, some 
abstained but only I voted against. Given how much I endorse 
Greening Wymondham and the high esteem I hold this group, 
you would be right to question why on earth did I not vote in 
favour of a community orchard.

My reason for objecting is not because I’m against the orchard 
but its siting on Browick Road park. This park has been 
designated as a park for older children for many years and 
while some of the pieces of equipment found there are in 
need of modernisation, it is still essentially where teenagers 
hang out. 

As I have mentioned before, there are the beginnings of a 
group looking at how to revamp the skate park and possibly 
overhaul the park in general so make it more user friendly. 
This includes working with other local stakeholders to ensure 
the park is a valued community asset.

There are concerns about possible criminal behaviour but I 
think this goes hand in hand with this park becoming neglected 
over the years and not really being fit for purpose any more.

So while I commend the idea of a community orchard, 
as I said in the meeting, the location for me was wrong. 
But the proposal was passed. I certainly feel no animosity 
towards Greening Wymondham about this but I did have a 
discussion post-meeting with some of the members to say 
it was important they find ways to engage young people to 
become part of their group too. If a community orchard is to 
thrive there, it needs to have all kinds of people and all ages 
involved.

Wymondham by-election

A quick note to say there will be a by-election in Central 
Wymondham due to the sad passing of Cllr Pete Travis 
(Green). Louise Tingley will be standing for us and she came 
very close to winning the Ward at the local elections in May. I 
wish her much luck and encourage those eligible to use their 
vote on Thursday 21st October. 

By Councillor Suzanne Nuri-Nixon
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What's in a photo?
BRIEF ENCOUNTER
By Philip Yaxley

The Wymondham Railway Station’s platforms and its 
footbridge were crowded with over 1,000 people on a 
memorable October day in 1999, when making its way 
through with smoke bellowing was the Flying Scotsman – 
the locomotive legend which is appearing on the Mid-
Norfolk Railway this month. 

However, the day was not just about the Flying Scotsman, 
for the enthusiastic David Turner was celebrating the 
10th anniversary of the opening of his atmospheric Brief 
Encounter restaurant and his rescue of the station from a 
sorry state. 

Joining David in the celebrations were Margaret Barton-
James, who had played Beryl, the tea girl, in the classic 
1946 weepie movie Brief Encounter, and Bill Pertwee, who 
famously played the air raid warden in TV’s Dad’s Army and 
was also a railway enthusiast. Bill took the opportunity to 
sell signed copies of his book on Dad’s Army – and he had 
a lot of takers.

It was a day nobody who was present would ever forget.
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ADVERTORIAL

W
ith charities at the heart of our society, the 
importance of public generosity is paramount 
in allowing their vital work to continue. In 2019, 
more than £3 billion was left to good causes in 

Wills. With fundraising hit hard by the Covid-19 pandemic, it 
is more important than ever to leave a lasting gift.

Why leave a gift to a charity in your Will?

Gifts in Wills make up around 30% of a charity’s income, 
allowing them to reach vulnerable people, complete vital 
research, or perform essential services. Without these gifts 
left in Wills, many charities would struggle to survive.

Not only can you support the work a charity does and play 
a part in helping countless people, but you can also benefit 
from reduced inheritance tax. A gift to a charity is free from 
inheritance tax and if you leave more than 10% of your net 
estate to a charity, then the total amount of inheritance tax you 
pay is reduced from 40% to 36%. This reduction of inheritance 
tax means that the charity not only receives a larger sum 
from your Will but, in addition, the other beneficiaries still 
receive the same amount or they may receive even more as 
a result of the reduced inheritance tax liability.

Can I leave a small amount?

Donations of any amount will make a huge difference to the 
cause you care about. Our table below sets out how small 
donations can provide essential support and services:

Charity Amount Pays for

Stroke £29 Someone to talk to and  
   receive emotional   
   support needed to begin 
   to rebuild their life after  
   stroke.

NSPCC £5 Covers the cost of  
   answering 1 call to the  
   NSPCC helpline.

Cancer Research UK £30 Help improve treatments  
   for patients with lung  
   cancer by covering the  
   cost of a trial for a day.

British Heart Foundation £20 Provide an hour of vital  
   support from a Helpline  
   Cardiac Nurse.

Sightsavers £8 Could pay for trachoma  
   operations to stop two  
   people going blind.

The more you leave to charity, however, the bigger 
difference you make.

How do I leave a gift to charity in my Will?

If a charity has made a difference to you or someone you 
care about, our highly regarded, friendly and personable 
solicitors can assist you in writing this into your Will. They will 
support and advise you throughout the process of writing a 
Will or amending an existing one to ensure that your wishes 
are reflected within the document. 

Gifts to charity in your Will may be made either by 
specifying the name of the charity or charities that will 
derive benefit or, alternatively, you may authorise the 
Executors or Trustees of your Will to decide which charity or 
charities should benefit from the Will. 

The gift you leave can be in the form of a cash sum, 
property or asset or a share in these, or the whole of your 
residuary estate which is whatever is left following the 
settlement of debts, liabilities and legacies etc. 

As long as you make reasonable provision for any financial 
dependents you may have, it is up to you to decide how 
much you would like to leave to charity. 

If you would like to discuss any points in this article 
further or are looking for legal advice relating to donating 
to a charity in your Will, please contact Spire Solicitors 
LLP on 01953 606351.

Leave a lasting legacy – 
donating to a charity in your 
Will
By Lauretta Pilch , Solicitor, Wills, Tax and Probate, Spire Solicitors 



Markets 
 
Every Friday

Charter Market 
8am to 5pm, Market Place 
01953 603302

Country Market 
10.30am to 12.30pm, 
Wymondham Library

Third Saturday  
(16th October)

Farmers’ Market 
9am to 1pm, Market Place 
01953 603302

Friday 24th September

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk 

Saturday 25th September

The Hedge At Home 
8pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 26th September

Week 3 of our series ‘Holiness and Hope’ 
(Friendship: longing to share) 
10.30am, by Wymondham Baptist 
Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
11am, by Wymondham Abbey 
https://bit.ly/2VhLs5H

Monday 27th September

Pabulum Café 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 28th September to 
Sunday 3rd October

John Watson - An Art Exhibition for Charity 
11am to 3pm, Wymondham Arts Centre 
http://wymondhamarts.org/2021-season 

Tuesday 28th September

The Space Youth Cafe 
2.15pm to 4.15pm, The Hub, Ayton Road 
katie@hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Thrive@Roots Youth Cafe 
2.30pm to 4.30pm, Roots Community 
Cafe, Wymondham Baptist Church 
office@wymondhambaptist.org

Thursday 30th September

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/
home

Friday 1st October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Bingo Night  
7pm for 8pm, Wymondham Ex Services Club 
https://sites.google.com/site/
wymondhamexservicessocialcl/home

Saturday 2nd October

The Big Wymondham Autumn Litter Pick 
10am to 12.30pm, from Baptist Church 
greening.wymondham@gmail.com

Music Night - VikTori Rocks 
7.30pm, Wymondham Ex Services Club 
https://sites.google.com/site/
wymondhamexservicessocialcl/home

Sunday 3rd October

Open Day - A House Through Time 
10am to 5pm, Great Melton Old Rectory. 
Tickets £5 
info@gtmeltonoldrectory.co.uk

Yard Sales 
10am to 2pm, Hingham. Maps available 
for 50p from 5 Church Street

Week 4 of ‘Holiness and Hope’ (Holiness: 
Living it out) 
10.30am, by Wymondham Baptist 
Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
11am, by Wymondham Abbey 
https://bit.ly/2VhLs5H

WTFC Quiz 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Monday 4th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 5th to Sunday 10th 
October

Artful Stitchers Miscellany 
11am to 3pm, Wymondham Arts Centre 
http://wymondhamarts.org/2021-season 

Tuesday 5th October

Wymondham Methodist Church Coffee 
Morning 
10am to 12noon, Town Green Centre 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Wednesday 6th October

Wymondham Art Society Meeting with 
Tom Cringle demonstrating a seascape  
7.15pm, RC Church Hall, Norwich Road 
www.wymondhamart.org

Thursday 7th October

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/
home

Crib Night 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

whAT’S ON?

22 Wymondham Magazine  |  October 2021 news@wymondham-mag.co.uk

http://www.wymondham-dementia-support-group.org.uk
http://www.wymondham-dementia-support-group.org.uk
http://www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk
http://www.wymondham-dementia-support-group.org.uk
http://www.wymondham-dementia-support-group.org.uk
http://wymondhamarts.org/2021-season/
mailto:katie%40hopecommunitychurch.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
mailto:office%40wymondhambaptist.org?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
https://sites.google.com/site/wymondhamexservicessocialcl/home 
https://sites.google.com/site/wymondhamexservicessocialcl/home 
mailto:greening.wymondham%40gmail.com%20?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
https://sites.google.com/site/wymondhamexservicessocialcl/home 
https://sites.google.com/site/wymondhamexservicessocialcl/home 
mailto:info%40gtmeltonoldrectory.co.uk%20?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
http://www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk 
http://www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com 
http://www.wymondhamart.org 


Friday 8th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk 

Quiz Night with Wymondham Rotary 
Satellite Group 
6.45pm for 7.30pm, Central Hall. Teams 
of four to six, £24 per team

Bingo Night 
7pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Saturday 9th October

The Hedge At Home 
8pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 10th October

Wild Weaving with Caroline Hyde-Brown 
10am, stArt Studio. Tickets £25 
artistcaz@aol.com

Week 5 of ‘Holiness and Hope’ (Hope: 
Waiting with confidence) 
10.30am, by Wymondham Baptist Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church. Via Zoom 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
11am, by Wymondham Abbey 
https://bit.ly/2VhLs5H

Monday 11th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 12th to Sunday 24th 
October

Earth & Sky 
11am to 3pm, Wymondham Arts Centre 
http://wymondhamarts.org/2021-season 

Thursday 14th October

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/
home

Wonderful Breckland by Jonathan 
Preston - a talk for Wymondham Nature 
Group (WyNG) 
7.30pm, Town Green Community Centre. 
Tickets £2 
www.facebook.com/
WymondhamNatureGroup

Crib Night 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk 

Friday 15th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk 

Psychic Night - A Night of Clairvoyance 
with Ali and the Angels 
6.30pm for 7.30pm, Wymondham Town 
Football Club. Tickets £10 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Sunday 17th October

Final week of ‘Holiness and Hope’ 
(Community: walking with others) 
10.30am, by Wymondham Baptist 
Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
11am, by Wymondham Abbey 
https://bit.ly/2VhLs5H

WTFC Quiz 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk 

Monday 18th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk 

Tuesday 19th October

Wymondham Methodist Church Open 
Door 
10am to 12noon, Town Green Centre 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Thursday 21st October

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/
home

Crib Night 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk 

Friday 22nd October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Bingo Night 
7pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk 

Saturday 23rd October

Race Night 
7pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Sunday 24th October

Mission Sunday focusing on Samaritan’s 
Purse Christmas Shoebox Appeal 
10.30am, by Wymondham Baptist 
Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
11am, by Wymondham Abbey 
https://bit.ly/2VhLs5H

Monday 25th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk 

Tuesday 26th October to 
Sunday 7th November

Norfolk Makers - The Craft Show 
11am to 3pm, Wymondham Arts Centre 
http://wymondhamarts.org/2021-season 

Thursday 28th October

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/
home

Fifty-two years of Wymondham Lions, 
by Jim Cawte - a talk for Wymondham 
Heritage Society 
7.30pm, Fairland Hall 
www.wymondhamheritagemuseum.co.uk 

An Evening of Comedy with 
Wymondham Players 
7.45pm, North Wymondham Community 
Centre. Tickets £7, please book in advance 
www.wymondhamplayers.org

Crib Night 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk 

Friday 29th October

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk
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Poppy Concert with Wymondham Royal 
British Legion 
7pm, Wymondham Ex Services Club. 
Tickets £10 
www.facebook.com/
events/929708754425576

An Evening of Comedy with 
Wymondham Players 
7.45pm, North Wymondham Community 
Centre. Tickets £7, please book in advance 
www.wymondhamplayers.org

Saturday 30th October

An Evening of Comedy with 
Wymondham Players 
7.45pm, North Wymondham Community 
Centre. Tickets £7, please book in advance 
www.wymondhamplayers.org

Sunday 31st October

Sunday Service - theme TBC 
10.30am, by Wymondham Baptist 
Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, by Wymondham Methodist 
Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service Livestream 
10.30am, by Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Sunday Service Livestream 
11am, by Wymondham Abbey 
https://bit.ly/2VhLs5H

Norfolk Libraries online

Tuesdays

Bounce And Rhyme 
10am, via Zoom. Fortnightly 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading Friends 
6pm & 7pm, via Zoom 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Shut Up and Write 
4pm, via Facebook 
www.facebook.com/
events/356479102243391

Young Reading Friends 
4.30pm, via Zoom. For people aged 13-16  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Wednesdays 

Knit And Knatter 
2pm, via Zoom 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Wednesday 20th October

Author Joy Ellis talks about her DI Nikki 
Galena series 
8pm, via Zoom 
http://ow.ly/27PP50GbOwv

Thursdays

Just A Cuppa 
4pm, via Zoom  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading For Wellbeing 
7pm, via Zoom. Fortnightly  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Fridays

Drop In And Craft 
3pm, via Facebook 
www.facebook.com/NorfolkLibrariesUK

Saturday 2nd October

Enchanted Forest Story Hunt 
10am and 11am, via Eventbright. For 
children 3 years and up  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

To include your event date (online or 'in 
person') for free, email the details to  
news@wymondham-mag.co.uk
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WYMONDHAM
Magazine

Subscribe to the monthly digital magazine for free online at 
www.wymondham-mag.co.uk
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